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Headteacher’s Letter
We have had a fantastic start to the 
year, enjoying the complete removal 
of Covid restrictions and being able 
to do the full range of activities 
that enrich teaching and learning 
here at Woking High School. It 
has meant that we have been able 
to invite exciting and inspiring 
speakers to our Aspire to Be Days 
– the Boy Band was a particularly 
well received addition – and to 
reintroduce residential trips. Year 7 
and 8 students benefitted from this 
development in particular as they 
took part in the High Ashurst trips 
at the beginning of the academic 
year, developing team work skills 
as well as other aspects of our 
Core Values. They had a fabulous 

time, with friendships forged and 

memories made.

We have also been able to invite 

parents and carers back into school 

more regularly and we have now 

moved to a hybrid approach to 

Consultation Evenings, allowing us 

to meet face-to-face with parents/

carers at least once a year. It was 

lovely to meet with Year 7 parents/

carers in November and we look 

forward to discussing Year 11 

students’ progress towards their 

GCSE examinations in the summer 

when we meet in January 2023.

Our Year 11s have made an excellent 

start to their last year with us; 

they are focused, committed to 

their studies and positive in their 

approach. The colleges and sixth 

form presenters who have visited 

are keen to welcome our students 

to their schools due to how well 

they present themselves; they are 

kind, engaged and keen to achieve 

the best possible outcomes. They 

have been completing their Mocks 

during December and I am sure that 

their efforts in preparing for these 

will be rewarded in the Results 

Assembly in January.

We have also experienced some 

significant successes in the sporting 

arena, especially in Cross Country, 

and it has been fabulous to see 

our students enjoying all physical 
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pursuits again. Our musicians have 

also been abuzz with an excellent 

presentation to junior school 

students from local schools and a 

superb trumpet performance at our 

Remembrance Service. At the time 

of writing, I am looking forward to 

the Christmas concerts.

In addition, our students are, 

as always, keen to be involved 

in charitable activities and the 

Swimathon was a rip-roaring 

success with so many students 

taking part. Students have also 

been doing the Shoe Box Appeal 

and creating hampers to help in 

the community. Staff have similarly 

been raising money for MND, the 

women’s refuge and Save the 

Children. It is a pleasure to be part 

of a community which cares as 

much as ours.

As we come to the end of the 

calendar year, I want to thank all 

stakeholders for your constant 

support and wish you a peaceful 

Christmas holiday. We look forward 

to seeing you in the New Year.

Mrs Walter

 Site Update

During the summer we undertook 
a number of projects around 
the site, including upgrading the 
CCTV system and a complete 
replacement of the pipework in the 
PE building as well as continuing 
with our planned maintenance. 
Many parents/carers who have 
visited the school since September 
will have noticed our refurbished 

main corridor. This was another 
summer project and it was 
completed by our Site Team and 
a group of Contactors. It includes 
newly laid safety flooring, the 
walls have been painted white 
for a fresh new look, the doors 
have been replaced with new 
high specification fire doors and 
security card reader handles. The 
look has been completed by large 
wall vinyls of students and our 
school values. Staff were thrilled 
when they attended the first INSET 
day in September and it created 
a lot of excitement when the 
students returned as well.

Visitors to our Open Evening at 
the beginning of October were 
able to visit the newly remodelled 
F4 classroom. We have been 
lucky enough to have received full 
suite of classroom furniture from 
a company, which is trialling new 
designs, for this room. We have 
also installed new safety blinds, 
replaced the ceiling tiles with new 

sound acoustic ones and laid a 
new carpet. Together with the 
installation of a new interactive 
screen this has resulted in a 
exciting, fresh and modern place 
for the students to learn. We hope 
to continue to roll out this new 
look to further classrooms in the 
summer.

We are continuing to work with  
Chartered Architects Mcallen 
Penfold this term in putting 
together two Condition 
Improvement Fund (CIF) bids for 
2023-2024 which have now be 
submitted. Much evidence from 
the Condition Survey and School 
Space Analysis Survey, which 
were undertaken last academic 
year, forms the basis of these 
bids. These documents have been 
crucial in helping us to evidence 
how critical this funding will be 
for our ageing school buildings. 
We look forward to receiving the 
results in June 2023.

Mrs Allen
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 History

It has been a very busy term in 
the History Department. A series 
of lessons have introduced Year 7 
students to the nature of warfare 
and leadership at the beginning 
of the Middle Ages through the 
investigation of the most famous 
battle of the period: the Battle of 
Hastings. We explored the reasons 
for the Norman victory and the 
nature of evidence by evaluating 
two different accounts of the 
battle. For a long time, Harold’s 
role as a military commander 
was blamed by historians for the 
English defeat at Hastings. Yet, 
in Harold’s defence, it should be 
remembered that he had fought 
and won a major engagement 
against the much-feared Vikings 
immediately prior to Hastings, and 
may have been seeking to surprise 
William just as he had surprised 
Harald Hardrada (thus preventing 
the Normans from destroying even 
more of the countryside across the 
South East of England).

Year 8 students have commenced 
their investigation of the 
transatlantic slave trade. A great 
deal of research has been 
conducted in recent years 
regarding this terrible period of 
history, by organisations such 
as TIDE, the Runneymede Trust 
and the Understanding Slavery 
Initiative. It is a history that many 
people know surprisingly little 
about – the myth that many of us 

were taught in school was that 
Britain’s role was as the abolisher, 
but the reality is far more sinister. 
As more evidence is uncovered, 
we begin to realise the extent of 
this terrible trade and students 
have seen that there were owners 
of plantations in the Americas who 
lived nearby in Send and Clandon. 
One decision that we have made 
is to try to include words that 
maximise comprehension and 
authenticity, whilst ensuring we 
minimise offence. One of our 
decisions has been to use the term 
‘enslaved men and women’ rather 
than ‘slaves’ because slavery was a 
situation and not a trait.

The Treaty of Versailles was 
the starting point for our Year 
9 curriculum this term with 
students trying to ascertain 
whether it was fair; with most 
deciding that with hindsight 
it was probably the best that 
could have been decided under 
very challenging circumstances. 
Weimar Germany was our next 
stop in our investigations, with a 
detailed focus upon whether the 
Republic was doomed from the 
start. Many students were able 
to draw parallels with the world 
today when we investigated 
Hitler’s rise to power during the 
Great Depression. Students often 
became confused why so many 
people voted for someone with 
such extremist views and so the 

idea of negative cohesion was 
explored as a reason why Hitler 
became leader of Germany – this is 
the concept that people supported 
the Nazis not because they shared 
Nazi ideals, but because they 
shared Nazi fears and dislikes.

At 11am on Armistice Day, the 
school fell silent to remember 
those who have served and 
sacrificed to give us our freedom 
today; those who have served 
since WWI for and alongside the 
UK; the emergency services who 
often work alongside our armed 
forces; and civilians who have 
lost their lives in conflict. The 
Royal British Legions focus this 
year was to link Remembrance 
with Black History Month. During 
tutorials, students used this time 
to investigate Britain as a multi-
cultural society: people with 
different ethnic heritages and 
national identities, living and 
working alongside one another. 
Alongside the poppy, we focussed 
upon the marigold, also a symbol 
of Remembrance, helping us 
remember that the UK wasn’t 
alone. Millions of people from 
pre-partition India (including the 
areas that are now Pakistan and 
Bangladesh) served alongside 
Britain in WWI and WWII. The 
marigold is particularly special 
in India, where it is often used 
at important occasions like 
weddings and religious festival. 
The saffron colour of the flowers 
has been described as ‘the colour 
of sacrifice’. The extract is from 
The Gift of India by Sarojini Naidu 
in which she explores India’s 
contribution to the First World 

War.

Mr Jones
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 Maths

 Year 9

After a well-deserved summer 

holiday, I was looking forward 

to returning in September to 

meet the students and find out 

whether they could maintain the 

excellent progress that they had 

shown in Year 8 into Year 9. I am 

very pleased and exceptionally 

proud to say that the Year 9s 

have taken even greater strides 

forwards and have shown high 

levels of maturity and enthusiasm 

towards their learning throughout 

the Autumn Term. This is of 

course very important as the 

Spring Term is where the Year 

9 students start to think ahead 

towards their GCSEs with the Year 

9 internal assessments taking 

place in January and later on in 

the Spring Term the students will 

be making their Options Choices 

for which subjects they would like 

to study in Year 10 and Year 11. 

More information will be sent out 

regarding this process soon.

Outside of the classroom, the 

Year 9s have continued to excel, 

particularly on the sporting front. 

More information will be provided 

by Mr Justice, but I am delighted 

to hear of their continued sporting 

success, whether it be on the track, 

in the pool or on a pitch. The Year 

9s are a truly exceptionally year 

group on the sporting front.

I would like to finish off by thanking 

all parents and carers for your 

continued support ahead of what 

will be a very important and busy 

couple of terms. I look forward to 

continuing to work alongside you in 

the future.

I wish you and your families and 

restful and relaxing Christmas 

break.
Mr. Goosen

Over the Autumn Term, students in 
Year 7 have started their work on 
the KS3 curriculum; they have made 
a fantastic start and have settled in 
well. Students in Year 8 and 9 have 
been continuing their work on the 
KS3 curriculum, which will end in 
January for Year 9 students with the 
KS3 exams. Students in Year 10 and 
11 have continued their work on the 
KS4 curriculum preparing for the 
GCSE.

The Maths Department uses Hegarty 
Maths for homework, which is a 
great resource for homework, but 
also for any additional revision 
and support at home. If your son/
daughter is struggling with their 
maths homework, you can now help 
by watching the video too! There are 
also videos to support pre-requisites 
to the homework set. Students 
are able to access additional work 
themselves and use the website for 
revision. hegartymaths.com

In the Autumn Term we completed/
studied some different and exciting 
maths on Aspire To Be days linking 
to Art and using logic to solve 
problems. Year 7 completed some 
work on tessellations, looking at the 
work of Escher and also completed 
some work on curve stitching. Year 8 
were code breakers inspired by the 
work of Alan Turing at Bletchley Park.

Can I also remind all parents/
carers about the importance of 
equipment. Students do need a 
scientific calculator with them for all 
their maths lessons. We recommend 
students have a Casio fx-83GTX or 
fx-85GTX, which are widely available 
online, in stores and can also be 
purchased from school through 
Scopay. Other makes and models 
are also available, but please ensure 
the calculator is scientific. If you are 
struggling to 
purchase a 
calculator for 
your child, 
please do let 
school know.

Mrs Heller

Curve stitching

An original Escher

Student creation

https://hegartymaths.com/


5

 Year 8

Year 8 has got off to a flying start! 

We can no longer think of them 

as the new kids on the block, and 

it is clear to see from all staff’s 

interactions with them that they 

are flourishing. With Year 7 out of 

the way, I have seen the maturity 

and resilience of our fantastic 

young people in Year 8 go from 

strength to strength.

As a huge football fan, one of my 

favourite examples of the resilience 

of our year group paying off is 

with the football team. Last year, 

while a good team, our football 

team could not achieve the results 

they longed for. This, however, did 

not make our students give up; 

they kept pushing forwards and 

grew as a team. Their efforts have 

paid off, as so far this year, we 

have achieved multiple wins, even 

scoring double figures one match! 

A real triumph and clear proof that 

resilience pays off.

The last thing I would like to 

mention was the amazing 

residential a lot of the students 

enjoyed in our first week back 

this term. It was muddy, tiring, 

damp but above all these, the 

students had fun. Not only did 

they have fun, but they worked 

on some key life skills. All of the 

activities they undertook were 

based around problem solving 

and teamwork. It was lovely to 

wander around the groups, seeing 

people who had barely spoken in 

the past, collaborating to solve 

difficult problems. Between the 

thunderstorms interrupting sleep 

and the physical activity, I am sure 
we returned your young person 
exhausted but, in my opinion, it 
was absolutely worth it.

I want to wish you and those dear 
to you a wonderful Christmas and 
a very happy new year.

Mr Wilkins 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Modern Foreign Languages

Year 7s have made a very positive 

start to their studies of French 

and Spanish this term. The MFL 

corridor has been abuzz with the 

sounds of our students learning the 

phonics of each language, enabling 

them to participate in a wide range 

of speaking activities with their 

peers. As their first Aspire to Be 

Day coincided with the annual 

European Day of Languages, Year 7 

had the opportunity to learn about 

several of the most widely-spoken 

languages in the world and were 

surprised to discover that French 

and Spanish not only feature in the 

top five most-spoken languages in 

the world, but also are spoken in 

many countries outside of Europe.

Our Year 8 linguists have spent 

lesson-time developing strong 

listening and speaking skills, 

becoming increasingly familiar 

and therefore confident with the 

sounds of French and Spanish. Year 

8 have engaged enthusiastically 

in a wide variety of activities in 

pairs, small groups and speaking 

in front of the whole class, while 

learning to communicate on 

the topic of ‘My Home’. On our 

most recent Aspire to Be Day, 

students spent time learning about 

international cuisine and produced 

their own ‘Menu du jour’ or ‘Menú 

del día’, demonstrating their new 

knowledge of typical foods from 

around the world.

Year 9 students of Languages have 

risen to the challenge of working 

in three tenses this term, enabling 

them to communicate more freely 

on the topics that they have learnt. 

They have enjoyed participating 

in a range of learning activities in 

pairs, with ‘one pen one dice’ and 

‘fast and furious’ being amongst 

the favourites! Year 9 ought 

to be proud of what they have 

accomplished this term, which has 

set them in good stead for making 

their GCSE choices early next year.

We have been truly impressed 

with the way that Year 10s have 

tackled the beginning of the GCSE 

course. Their strong work-ethic and 

consistent approach to studying 

a language has produced some 

excellent results so far. Year 11 

must also be commended for the 

resilience that they have shown 

throughout the mock exam period. 

We wish them a well-deserved 

break over Christmas.

Joyeux Noël! ¡Feliz Navidad!

Mrs Turner
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 Year 10
To begin, I would like to say a big 
thank you to our Year 10 students 
for their outstanding behaviour 
during the Core examination week. 
On the whole, students responded 
really positively to the exam process 
and I believe they gained valuable 
insights into how to organise their 
revision, prepare effectively for their 
day and ultimately to sit the exams 
themselves.

Year 10 Tutors have been working 
hard with their individual groups on 
retrieval activities aimed at helping 
students to revise efficiently, and 
these will continue into the new 
year with each session addressing a 
different style of revision, subject or 
topic. To further support students, 
myself and Mr Ramdhony hosted 
a really helpful session on how to 
get the best out of Class Charts, 
where Mr Ramdhony showed 
students ways to organise their 
homeworks more efficiently and to 
always ensure that they complete 
them in order of their due dates. 
As you are aware, all Year 10 home 
works are retrieval practice and we 
are working very hard to help our 
students not to miss out on these 
as we are keenly aware of how 
important good quality practice 
is to getting the right academic 
outcomes. Subsequently, I will be 
offering additional sessions during 
Period 6 to all Year 10 students 

aimed at supporting them with 
getting the best out of their exam 
preparation in the future. Details for 
these will be made available through 
Class Charts and I will advertise 
them during our assemblies.

Against a chilly November backdrop, 
Year 10 students have been getting 
excited about the summer sensation 
Work Experience Week (26th and 
30th June 2023). The successful 
roll out of Unifrog to all groups 
via tutor time means our Year 10 
now have access to an award-
winning online careers platform, 
designed to support students in 
making informed decisions about 
their futures. It has lots of exciting 
features, including: personality 
quizzes, career and subject 
profiles, search tools showing live 
vacancies/courses/placements for 
apprenticeships, FE and virtual work 
experience.

As the days shorten, it is the time for 
festive cheer! As I was visiting tutor 
bases today, it was heart-warming 
to see groups of Year 10s already 
preparing boxes for the Christmas 
Hamper Appeal. We are asking for 
all students to bring non-perishable 
items in for the hampers and are 
very grateful for every item donated 
as they will make an enormous 
difference to someone in need this 
year. I am always really impressed 
by the generosity of my year group, 

whether it be via their donations 
or simply the acts of everyday 
decency I often have the privilege of 
catching them in the act of. They are 
a wonderful group of young people. 
A credit to their parents, carers and 
the school.

To add to that wonderful feeling of 
winter cheer, the Woking High School 
“Christmas Market” has popped back 
up with Year 10 students able to pick 
up a tasty treat or hot chocolatey 
drinks, and my personal favourite: 
the school Christmas tree has 
suddenly reappeared, as if by magic, 
lights and all!

To conclude, we have had the 
privilege of welcoming new arrivals 
into Year 10. Students have joined 
us from near and far, and we have 
even had the pleasure of welcoming 
one student back after a long 
sojourn in sunnier climes. Clearly, 
Woking High cannot be beaten even 
internationally! It has been a real 
privilege to get to know each of 
them a little bit over this term and I 
would like to remind all my Year 10s 
that my door is always open to any 
student who might find themselves 
in need of my support.

Merry Christmas and Happy 
Holidays to you all!

Mr Bunsell 
 
 

 Business Department

The year has started off very 
well for Year 10 GCSE students. 
They have been discovering the 
foundations of business and 
what it means to start a business. 
They have covered the first steps 
to understanding how to run a 
business, and although it may be 
a whirlwind at the moment, these 
steps will become more embedded 
as they go on to develop greater 
understanding throughout the year.

What has been interesting for 
students to discover are the harsh 

realities of the world of business. 
Watching the likes of Elon Musk 
and Jeff Bezos make it all look 
so easy, it is sharp contrast with 
discovering how many times both 
individuals were near bankruptcy. 
Students have grasped the 
concepts of ‘risk and reward’ 
and understand the worryingly 
high statistics of failure for new 
businesses!

Year 11 students have been finding 
out about the marketing side 
of business and what it takes to 

successfully advertise a business. 
And in the process, understanding 
that it’s not just about fun adverts 
and glitzy PR stuns. Just ask them 
about focus groups and qualitative 
market research! At the time of 
writing, students are preparing 
for their December exams and 
focusing on their exam skills and 
recall techniques.

Mr Young 
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 Child Development

Our Year 10 students have now 

completed their second unit in 

Child Development, and they are 

showing a good understanding 

of how reproduction takes place; 

which health professionals support 

pregnant women; the kind of 

health checks women are offered 

when they are pregnant during 

antenatal appointments; and the 

pain relief options women have 

when they’re in labour. In our 

next unit, the Year 10 students 

will be studying the health checks 

performed on a newborn baby and 

the support a mother will need in 

the weeks after having had a baby.

Year 11 students have almost 

completed their third piece of 

NEA coursework, where they have 

been researching the equipment 

that nurseries need in order to 

care for the children that attend 

the nursery. When researching 

the equipment, the students are 

showing good understanding of 

how nurseries need to stay within 

a budget for the equipment that 

they purchase. They have been 

looking for suitable equipment 

that is fit for purpose in a nursery 

and easy to clean. We are also 

preparing for the exam that the 

Year 11 students will sit in early 

January 2023 with lots of retrieval 

practice activities!

Our Year 9 students have also had 

a taster of Child Development 

lessons on A2B Day in order 

to establish whether Child 

Development is a subject they 

would like to take for their GCSE 

options. In our taster sessions, we 

have looked at the advantages and 

disadvantages of giving birth in 

a hospital vs the advantages and 

disadvantages of giving birth at 

home. We look forward to the Year 

9 students asking us more about 

Child Development in the coming 

months if they have decided Child 

Development might be the subject 

for them!

Ms Davidson 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Student Voice

Upon our return to school in 
September, an immediate focus 
was the launch of the Student 
Voice Programme. At the start of 
term, all students were invited to 
consider reasons why they could 
be a candidate for the Student 
Council. Students then volunteered 
as candidates and presented their 
justification for being elected 
to their peers. As a result, 16 
Councillors within each year group 
were selected by Tutor Groups 
for the important leadership 
role of being a School Council 
Representative.

School Council Representatives 
initially met within their own year 
group to feedback on matters 
raised by their Tutor Groups; these 
issues were all then assigned to 
the Core, Year, Eco and Charity 
Councils for further exploration.

All Sub Councils have subsequently 
met to select projects for 
development. These include:
Core Council: Exploration of wet 
weather provision.

Eco Council: Pen recycling project.

Charity Council: Preparation for 

Christmas Hamper Campaign.

Year 7 Council: Extra-Curricular 

Club review, exploring 

opportunities for a wider range of 

clubs.

Year 8 Council: PE opportunities 

and equipment / A2B curriculum 

suggestions.

Year 9 Council: Inter-House 

Activities.

Year 10 Council: Rewards 

Activities.

Year 11 Council: Project TBC.

Following on from the Sub Council 

meetings, all matters raised by the 

School Council Representatives 

were presented to the Senior 

Leadership Team by Mrs Wilson. 

During this presentation, all 

matters were explored in great 

detail; the feedback raised gave 

the Senior Leadership Team lots to 

discuss, and the information was 

considered very seriously.

In addition to the fantastic work 

underway by the Sub Councils, 

we have also continued to gain 
feedback from the Student Voice 
community via Focus Groups. Six 
students from each year group 
were invited to discuss their views 
on their personal safety at Woking 
High School and conducted 
themselves with great maturity 
and insight.

In addition, 260 students were 
invited to complete a Student 
Safeguarding Survey. Surveys 
allowed students to provide 
anonymous feedback regarding 
Safeguarding issues. In turn, 
the information provided by the 
students was fed back to the 
whole teaching staff community.

The Student Voice Community has 
worked incredibly hard this term. 
The matters raised are incredibly 
important to the school, and we 
are very grateful to all involved 
who have conducted themselves 
with such maturity and integrity.

Mrs Wilson 
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Year 7
Year 7s have made an excellent 
start in Design and Technology. In 
their first project, they have focused 
on electronics, looking at what 
a number of common electronic 
components do and how circuits 
are constructed. This knowledge 
has enabled them to create their 
own torch circuits by soldering 
components onto a printed circuit 
board. Over the course of the 
project, students have also learnt 
about how plastics are made and 
the important role of the designer 
in challenging obsolescence (when 
manufacturers deliberately make 
products obsolete) and enabling 
sustainability through the choices 
that they make.

The learning curve has been steep, 
especially when working on their 
practical, but students have risen 
to the challenge and are looking 
forward to starting their next project 
straight after Christmas.

Year 8
This term, our Year 8s have been 
sinking their teeth into their first 
metal-working project. They have 
been tasked with designing and 
creating a trophy fit for an Olympic 
sport of their choice! Therefore, 
we have learnt about a variety of 
different metals as well as properties 
and characteristics of materials 
and potential joining methods, so 
that we’re well equipped for the 
task ahead. We have also spent 
time conceptualising the trophy 
we wish to create, using sketching 
skills to imagine various draft ideas, 
followed by the giving and receiving 
of feedback in order to ensure each 
student’s design is refined before 
starting the construction process.

Finally, we have begun to cut, file 
and turn threads into our steel; our 
raw materials are beginning to take 
shape- almost ready to be put to the 
flame in the brazing hearth. Soon 
we’ll also delve headfirst into CAD, 
so that we can personalise a plaque 
and really make our trophies our 
own. This project still has a lot more 
up its sleeves, allowing our students 
to really explore a plethora of tools, 

 Design and Technology

machines and techniques, enabling 
us to finish with a master-crafted 
momento born for the mantelpiece.

Year 9
Our Year 9 students’ work this term 
consisted of both a theoretical and 
a practical component. Students 
studied the Bauhaus design 
movement and we focussed on the 
work of Marcel Breuer and Walter 
Gropius. In addition to this, we also 
studied 4 types of movement and 
3 types of leavers. Students were 
taught how to calculate mechanical 
advantage, load and effort. As 
part of the practical component 
the students had to solve a design 
challenge by using the knowledge 
acquired during the theory lessons 
by designing a self-standing clock in 
a Bauhaus design style using CAD 
and CAM. Students are now able 
to use all the design tools on the 
“2D Design” interface and vectorise 
images. We are so proud of the 
superb outcomes of our amazing 
Year 9s. Well done.
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part of their Office Lamp Project. 

Students are now able to write a 

Design Brief and a Justified Design 

Specification based on independent 

research. In addition to this, we 

worked very hard on our drawing 

and sketching techniques with a 

heavy emphasis on CAD/CAM. The 

Year 10 students have all learned 

how to use SketchUp and they 

are now 3D printing their design 

work. Here, we expect students to 

export and slice their own work to 

ensure we empower and make them 

independent students, taking full 

resposinuility for their own work.

Year 11

Our Year 11 students are amazing. 

In their NEA component we 

have completed both Objective 

1 (research and specification), 

Objective 2 (initial design Ideas), 

Objective 3 (Development and 

prototyping). Based on the work we 

did in Year 10, our Year 11s are in a 

position to use both the Laser cutter 

and 3D printer independently. In the 

most recent assessment, I am happy 

to report that our students are set 

for incredible results at the end of 

their course.

Mr Swanepoel

Year 10
The Year 10 students are making 
excellent progress with their GCSE 
course. Students have covered a 
wide range of theoretical topics 
as part of their course including 
sustainability, alternative sources 
of energy, the work of designers 
and design movements. We also 
looked at the development of 
design over time and push and pull 
factors in design. Students are also 
working on a mini GCSE folio as 

 Year 11

It has been an exciting and 
successful start to Year 11, and I 
am delighted with how well they 
are embracing their final year 
at Woking High School. It was 
wonderful to see them all return in 
September, proudly wearing their 
white school shirts.

Year 11 students continue to 
represent the school at a variety 
of disciplines, from sport to drama 
and music. Many have also been 
involved with the variety of extra-
curricular activities run across the 
school, including prefecting, peer 
mentoring, wellbeing ambassadors 
and school council representatives.

In the classroom, students 
continued to embrace KS4 with 
a wary eye on the exams in the 
summer. They are working hard in 

their lessons and showing a good 

attendance at the at the Period 6 

sessions. A copy of the full Period 

6 timetable can be found on Class 

Charts. The students are currently 

in the throes of the GCSE mock 

examinations and I am pleased 

to see how positively they are 

embracing the process. This bodes 

exceptionally well for how they will 

successfully approach their final 

exams in the summer. I am sure 

their hard work and efforts will 

be fully recognised in their mock 

exam results.

The Head Student Team for 

2022-2023 continue to work hard 

on a number of projects within 

the school, and I look forward to 

seeing their plans for the Year 

Book and Prom!

We continue with the focus of 
‘What’s next – post-16?’, with 
a number of the local colleges 
presenting what their provision 
looks like during Assembly. 
Students have been attending 
open evenings, completing their 
applications and attending college 
interviews. As part of this process 
I will need to submit a reference 
for each student, therefore it is 
important that everyone provides 
an electronic copy of their Personal 
Statement to their Tutor upon their 
return to school in January.

Finally, I hope you and your 
families have a peaceful Christmas 
break and look forward to 
welcoming everyone back for the 
start of 2023.

Dr Downie
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 Religious Education

Students have started the year off 
very well and have ben exploring 
a variety of different religions and 
ethical topics.

Year 7s have been discovering how 
the Jewish religion started and 
learning about the religious events 
involving Moses and Abraham. 
They have been exploring how 
these events, which occurred 
thousands of years ago, have 
shaped and created the traditions, 
values and practices that Jews all 
over the world follow today.

Year 8 have been discovering the 
core beliefs of Islam and exploring 
how Islamic practices play a major 
part in a Muslims life. They have 
started to build their projects on 
the Five Pillars of Islam, learning 
about how their daily lives are 

influenced by their duties and 
beliefs.

In Year 9, students started the year 
off by exploring the relationship 
between religion and The Media. 
Asking some thought-provoking 
questions about freedom of 
speech and religious tolerance. 
When it is and isn’t acceptable 
to use religious themes for 
entertainment purposes. They are 
currently discovering the different 
forms of culture in the world and 
how our behaviours have shaped 
the societies we live in.

Year 11 GCSE students have been 
exploring the religious practices of 
their named religions. Developing 
an understanding of how religious 
beliefs are reflected in the actions 
and practices that Christians and 

Muslims complete every day. 
At the time of writing, students 
are focusing on their exams and 
working hard to prepare for their 
December exam push. Revision 
is in full swing and developing 
deeper understanding is a target 
for all to achieve.

Year 10 GCSE students have 
started the year with one of our 
most engaging unit. They have 
been looking at topics surrounding 
life and death, and learning about 
different religious, cultural and 
ethical beliefs when it comes to 
the value of life. Arguably, some of 
the most mature topics they will 
cover in school, and all students 
have shown impressive attitudes 
when discussing these challenging 
areas.

 Computing

KS3
Year 7s have enjoyed learning 
about the origins of Computer 
Science, learning about the 
“Heroes of Computing”. They have 
been inspired by the inventors of 
the past who paved the way for 
computers as we know it, from the 
early Pioneers (Charles Babbage, 
George Boole, Alan Turing and 
Grace Hopper) to Steve Jobs 
and Bill Gates, understanding the 
impacts that their discoveries 
had and how we still use those 
methodologies today. More 
recently, we have been learning 
how to use computers effectively 
and safely. This incorporates the 
basics of file naming and folder 
organisation, to basic security 
measures to keep data safe.

Year 8s started the year learning 
about computer software, 
knowing and understanding the 
differences between application 
software, utility software and 
operating systems. They have 

learnt that computers cannot 
function without software and 
how hardware and software are 
reliant on each other. We are now 
working on understanding the 
computer hardware. These are 
the external and internal devices 
and equipment that enable 
you to perform major functions 
such as input, output, storage, 
communication, processing, and 
more.

Year 9s have looked at Cyber 
Security. We looked at techniques 
that cybercriminals use to steal 
data, disrupt systems, and infiltrate 
networks. By understanding the 
value our data holds and what 
organisations might use it for, 
we learnt methods to protect 
against attacks. We also learnt 
about social engineering and other 
common cybercrimes. Moving on 
to the next unit, we are looking 
at binary/denary, and how to 
convert between bases (base-
10 and base-2). We have been 

exploring different coding systems 
and looking at how text, images, 
and sound are represented in 
computers.

KS4
Year 10 and Year 11 have 
been working on their GCSE 
Programming unit. This unit covers 
the fundamentals of programming. 
Regardless of whether students 
have limited previous experience 
of programming, or are already 
seasoned coders, there has 
been plenty of opportunity 
for them to learn and practise 
new skills. We covered the 
principles of programming 
in Python such as variables, 
selection, iteration, arrays and 
subroutines. Each lesson offered 
programming opportunities, to 
give extra experience in practical 
programming. This will help them 
gain the expertise needed for their 
written exam.

Mrs Lawton 
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 Music

It has been a fantastic start to the 

new academic year in the Music 

Department, and our students 

have continued to be committed 

to our schedule of rehearsals 

which have already led to several 

key performances this term. It 

has been particularly pleasing to 

see so many new Year 7 students 

wanting to join in with both the 

choir and the orchestra as soon 

as they arrived at their new 

secondary school.

The choir has already performed in 

public to a high standard in school 

this term, and this was at our 

school Open Evening in October. 

Because of various events like 

school trips and an additional 

Bank Holiday, they only had a 

very short time to prepare for this. 

However, as usual, the students 

were committed themselves to 

learning the songs and attending 

rehearsals and we currently have a 

line up that includes approximately 

40 students.

The guitar ensemble has also 

been rehearsing this term and our 

programme of instrumental and 

singing lessons has also resumed 

after the Summer break. Once 

again, it has been great to see 

new students commencing these 

lessons in school and there is 

definitely some new talent that we 

look forward to working with when 

they get a little further with their 

practice.

Our flagship ensemble continues 

to be the School Orchestra. They 

have built upon the great work 

that they began last year with Mr 

Lawton and have been rehearsing 

almost every week since the 

start of September. Out of the 31 

musicians who regularly attend 

rehearsals, we not only have four 

new Year 7 students who have 

joined us, but we also have several 

older students who have not been 

in the Orchestra previously. This 

bodes very well for when the 

senior Year 11 members leave us at 

the end of the Summer Term.

Although the Orchestra has been 

preparing for Christmas concerts, 

one performance has already 

taken place during an afternoon in 

school. Students from the Horsell 

Village School and the Junior 

School were invited to come to 

watch Mr Lawton and our students 

performing and demonstrating 

various instruments in our Main 

Hall on November 15th. This was 

an opportunity for the Orchestra 

to play in front of an audience and 

for the younger children to learn 

about some of the instruments 

that we have and that they may 

even want to play in the future. The 

performance was a great success 

and concluded with the Orchestra, 

Chamber Choir and the audience 

singing and playing the song 

“Walking on Sunshine”. The picture 

that accompanies this article 

shows Mr Lawton and our students 

in action on that afternoon.

The next time that the Orchestra 

was in action was again with the 

Village and Junior Schools but this 

time the three schools performed 

together at St. Mary’s Church in 

Horsell for the traditional joint 

school’s Christmas Service. It was 

the first time in several years that 

this event could be staged but it 

was a lovely occasion which put all 

of the students, teachers and the 

congregation in a festive mood. 

In addition to this, the Christmas 

music that the orchestra had been 
rehearsing featured heavily in the 
school Christmas Concert which 
took place on the 14th December. 
All of the other ensembles named 
in this article performed too, along 
with a number of students who 
took part as soloists. The range of 
festive music and other genres was 
a joy to listen to and we now look 
forward to other performances 
that will take place later this year. 
Information about upcoming dates 
will of course be shared with you 
all as soon as details are finalised 
and in place.

Mr Turner
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 Geography Quiz

On the 12th of December two teams 
of Geographers from Years 8, 9 and 
10 took part in the Geographical 
Association Worldwise Quiz at 
Gordon’s school. The aim of the 
quiz was to win the highly coveted 
‘Shencyn Hughes’ trophy and be 
considered for invitation to take 
part in the GA Worldwise Challenge, 
if it does indeed run this year. The 
teams had a great time, and took 
part in this fantastic enrichment 
opportunity.

The students were Emaan Qureshi, 
Dani Fantappie, Laurie Brooks, 
Daniel Frank, Lizzie Macfarlane 
and Joe Miller. Much preparation 

over the preceding weeks, and a 
sharpening up of key skills meant 
that the students were well placed 
to take on the challenge before 
them. The students represented the 
school fantastically well and our 
top placed team managed to beat 
teams from Gordon’s, Collingwood 
and Tomlinscote amongst many 
more! The Geography Department 
were exceptionally proud of all our 
students who entered. A big thank 
you to Gordon’s School for hosting 
the event and Mr Dixon for coming 
along to support our teams.

Our teams placed 3rd and 4th 
respectively with only 5 points 

separating the top 4. We took great 
pride in knowing that our combined 
score would have been enough to 
beat all the other combined score 
totals!

Mr Beeson

 Science

It has been a wonderful start 

to the new academic year, with 

students full of enthusiasm and 

curiosity at the wonder of Science!

Our new Year 7 cohort has got off 

to a fabulous start – their first few 

lessons reminded them of working 

safely in a laboratory and they 

all gained their Bunsen Burner 

Licenses (without too many singed 

eyebrows). Year 7s also took part 

in our ‘Senses’ activities for A2B 

Day and had the chance to look 

inside a pig’s head and find out a 

little more about how our sense 

and brain work together.

Year 8 have also enjoyed lots of 

practical work and have covered 

units on Atoms, Elements and 

Microbes – with microbes still 

being such a significant part of our 

daily lives, even beyond the peak 

of the pandemic, there was lots of 

chances to show how Science is 

relevant to our everyday lives.

Year 9s have had some fabulous 

opportunities to review core 

knowledge that has been taught 

over the past two years. The 

Electricity topic has provided 

students with a real opportunity 

to investigate every aspect of 

electrical circuits. With our new 

Van der Graaf generator being 

a little perkier than our last one, 

we are able to see the impressive 

effect of Static Electricity! During 

the first A2B day Year 9s took part 

in activities looking at the “Science 

of Plastics” and how to make plant 

based plastics as an alternative.

Year 10 and Year 11 have returned 

to school with a keen focus on 

their GCSE courses and have 

impressed us with their strong 
desire to achieve the best they 
can. They have done exceptionally 
well in their mock exams and 
we very much look forward to 
their continued success over the 
coming year.

Science Club
Science Club (run by Mr Long) has 
been a huge hit this year. So far 
this year, Science Club has made 
spaghetti marshmallow towers; 
paper aeroplanes; egg parachutes; 
extracted DNA from strawberries 
and enjoyed fire writing. If your 
son/daughter would like to attend, 
they just need to come to S3 on 
every Day 3 from 3pm to 4pm.

Top of the Bench
We have the exiting opportunity 
to take part in the Top of the 
Bench competition before 
Christmas. The Royal Society 
of Chemistry’s annual school 
competition will be taking place 
on 13th December and involves 
both practical and theoretical 
understanding of Chemistry. We 
are currently selecting teams to 
represent Year 9, Year 10 and Year 
11. More to follow in the Spring 
newsletter!

Mrs Pollard 
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 Media Studies

 Geography

This term the Year 7 students 

have been learning about the 

physical and human Geography 

of Woking and comparing it to 

the rest of the UK before starting 

the current topic about coastal 

processes. Year 8s have learnt 

all about the causes of the UK’s 

changeable weather and climate, 

and are currently beginning 

an in-depth unit on climate 

change, preparing them with the 

knowledge they need to know 

about this vital global challenge. 

Year 9s have been learning about 

the physical geography of Iceland 

and how both tectonic and glacial 

processes have shaped the land.

Year 10 have learnt about 

tectonic hazards too, alongside 

the fundamental concepts which 

underpin ecosystems and their 

current fieldwork investigation. 

We have all been very impressed 

by the work ethic and maturity of 

these students starting their GCSE 

journey with us. Year 11s have 

completed the rivers topic that 

they started in Year 10 and are now 

learning about resources, including 

the currently very important topic 

of energy security in the UK and 

around the world.

Outside of the classroom, Year 

10 students carried out their 

human fieldwork investigation 

in Bracknell, collecting data to 

answer the question of whether 

the 2017 regeneration has 

improved the environmental 

quality of the town centre. Despite 

rain early in the morning, the 

weather thankfully cleared up for 

the day and we managed to collect 

all the data we needed, plus 

vitally keep the booklets dry! The 

students all conducted themselves 

impeccably and were a credit to 

the school.

Mr Dixon 
 
 
 
 

Year 10
Year 10s have started their Media 
Studies GCSE by learning media 
language and vocabulary and 
applying it to advertisements 
from the 1950s and today. The 
students have studied the first 
unit for their written exam, which 
includes a 1956 ‘Quality Street’ 
print advert and a 2015 ‘This Girl 
Can’ advertising campaign by 
Sport England. Year 10 then went 
on to create their own print advert 
for a chocolate campaign, which 
gave the students time to practise 
editing skills on various software, 
including Photoshop and Canva. 
Please see some examples of their 
work below.

The Year 10 media students 
were lucky enough to have an 

additional media lesson last term, 
as they attended the British Film 
Institute’s zoom presentation called 
‘Understanding media language for 
KS4 Media Studies’. This allowed 
students to hear from subject 
experts and further develop their 
knowledge of media language.

Year 11
Year 11s have been studying the TV 
series Dr Who and now are moving 
onto His Dark Materials. These 
series provide great examples of 
how the sci-fi genre has evolved.
At the time of writing, the Year 11 
mocks are in the not too distant 
future so they should already be 

revising as revisiting this content 
now will also help with managing 
the revision work load for their 
final GCSEs. The topics on the 
mock include the music industry, 
TV series and Newspapers.

The NEAs have been submitted 
and marked. We have had some 
fantastic products submitted. The 
effort and the creativity that a lot 
of the students have gone to is 
really a credit to their skills and 
passion for the subject.

Mrs McAllen



14

 The ‘Aspire to Be’ Programme

This year, we have launched the 
Aspire to Be Programme, which is 
the umbrella term for all activities 
which support the personal 
development of our students. At 
Woking High School, we firmly 
believe that this programme will 
provide our young people with 
the knowledge, understanding, 
attitudes and practical skills to live 
safe, healthy, productive lives and 
meet their full potential. It is crucial 
that our students are encouraged to 
develop the qualities and attributes 
needed to thrive as individuals, 
family members and members of 
society and, as a result, the Woking 
High School Core Values underpin 
all aspects of the ‘Aspire to Be’ 
Programme.

A2B Lessons and Values Projects
A2B lessons this term have been 
varied for all year groups.

Year 7: In Year 7, students have 
been exploring ‘Transition to 
Secondary School’ in which they 
considered personal identity, making 
friends, managing emotions, and 

developing study skills. In addition, 

students embarked upon sessions 

on personal safety and first aid. 

Supporting this unit, for their Values 

Project, students created some 

brilliant time capsules celebrating 

their own identities, which they then 

shared with their form groups.

Following this, Year 7 moved onto 

‘Celebrating Diversity’. With the 

Values Project focusing on an Art 

Project celebrating British Values, 

A2B lessons saw students exploring 

the importance of living in a 

diverse society, and the processes 

of challenging discrimination and 

bullying. It has been a busy term for 

Year 7, and they have worked very 

hard and with great enthusiasm.

Year 8: The Year 8 students have 

been exploring the importance of 

‘Emotional Wellbeing’, considering 

how to go about managing their 

mental and emotional wellbeing. 

Discussion has focused on healthy 

and unhealthy coping strategies, as 

well as building resilience. In support 

of this work, a Values Project for 

Year 8 involved learning about the 
‘Mental Health Foundation’.

Study later moved onto the topic 
of ‘Discrimination’, with a focus on 
how to challenge racial, religious 
and LGBTQ+ discrimination. This 
discussion was explored further 
within the Values Project, in which 
students considered the concepts of 
extremism and radicalisation.

Year 9: In Year 9, the initial focus was 
on ‘Healthy Lifestyles’. The students 
explored the importance of mental 
and physical health and how they 
interlink. Further sessions led to 
discussions on work-life balance, 
healthy eating choices, and body 
image. A very important session for 
the Year 9s fed into the importance 
of physical self-examination; students 
were taught to take responsibility for 
their own physical health in relation 
to skin, breast and testicular self-
examination, increasing awareness 
of the precautionary measures they 
can take to tackle the fight against 
Cancer. The Values Project which 
accompanied this unit focused 
on students learning about ‘The 
Environment Agency’, increasing 
student awareness about issues 
around Climate Change.

Later in the term, Year 9 embarked 
upon the topic of ‘Respectful 
Relationships’. Students have 
recognised different types of family 
structures, and how to manage 
family relationships and changes in 
the family set-up. Skills in conflict 
management have been developed, 
as well as discussions about 
preventing homelessness in young 
people. Furthermore, students have 
been introduced to the concept 
of Social Services within a Values 
Project, and have been learning 
about an array of organisations 
which can offer support in a variety 
of scenarios.

Year 10: Meanwhile, Year 10 students 
have focused on ‘Mental Health’ 
this term; they have discussed the 
importance of reframing negative 
thinking, what mental ill-health can 
look like, and strategies to address 
this. Students have been encouraged 
to prioritise mental health as an 
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important aspect of their wellbeing, 

and not feel embarrassed to seek 

support if they need it. Within 

a Values Project, students were 

also introduced to a mental health 

organisation called ‘The Good Grief 

Trust’; through this charity, students 

were familiarised with organisations 

that can support a range of people in 

times of grief.

‘Work Experience’ was the next unit 

of work after half term. The Values 

Project enable students to learn how 

to make contact with prospective 

employers, write professional emails, 

conduct professional phone calls, 

and how to create a professional CV. 

This has inspired students to start 

thinking about possible options for 

their work experience placement 

later in the year. A2B lessons 

have consequently also explored 

workplace skills and responsibilities, 

including health and safety in the 

workplace.

Year 11: Year 11s requested 

some support in over-coming 

procrastination; a crucial skill in a 

very important year. Consequently, 

this was the focus for the first Values 

Project of the term, in which students 

were taught strategies which would 

work best for them. This project 

accompanied a ‘Building for the 

Future’ unit, exploring ambition, 

motivation and perseverance.

Following on from this, Year 11s have 

been exploring the ‘Unifrog’ platform 

as part of their Values Project to 

develop their understanding of 

Post-16 and 18 pathways. Focus has 
also been on application processes, 
writing CVs, interview technique, 
personal statements, maximising 
employability and employment 
rights.

All in all, it has been an incredibly 
enriched curriculum this term which 
we hope will support our young 
people in making informed choices 
as they move on into adulthood. Well 
done to the whole school community 
for working so hard.

Mrs Wilson

‘Aspire to Be’ Day
We have had two newly branded 
‘Aspire to Be’ Days this Autumn Term. 
It has been fantastic to use these 
days to enrich the curriculum and 
to invite outside guests into Woking 
High School in order for students to 
have some amazing opportunities.

30th September saw a McLaren Car 
come into school, which presented 
some great photo opportunities 
as it was parked on the back 
carpark for all to see, and the STEM 
workshop which allowed students 
to get an insight into design and the 
importance of STEM subjects in the 
wider world. Year 9s meanwhile were 
aspiring to be greener by looking at 
plant based plastics, upcycling and 
sustainability in Science, Art and 
A2B (having received presentations 
from two external organisations – 
WEAct and ‘The Jump’). Year 7s 
were introduced to First Aid and had 
the opportunity to practise some 
essential skills on our new collection 
of CPR manikins. We used the Year 
10 day to help them to be more 
prepared for exams by sharing tips 
for managing stress, mindfulness, 
meditation and yoga. Off-site the D 
of E Bronze expedition took place; 
this was the final expedition so all 
those who passed are one step closer 
to completing the award.

16th November was a very 
exciting day which included a live 
performance of ‘Romeo and Juliet’ 
for our Year 11s, followed by some 
bespoke workshops, all in preparation 
for their upcoming mock exams. 
Their day ended with a presentation 
from Surrey University who looked 
at 16 to 18 pathways and informing 
students about what they offer here 
in Surrey. Year 8s welcomed Rachel 
Porter, an ex-student who has written 

her first novel ‘Angel in the Mirror – 

The burning one’. Rachel was very 

keen to make sure that Woking High 

School was one of the first schools 

in the country to have copies of 

her book on the shelves of their 

library. She also ran some smaller 

workshops to help inspire students 

with their creative writing, sharing 

hints and tips that she had used. 

Year 9 experienced a play delivered 

by ‘Peer Productions’ focusing 

upon the dangers of knife crime. 

Entitled ‘As I See It’, the performance 

was incredibly powerful and 

thought-provoking for our students. 

Year 9 also started preparing 

for making their option choices. 

They had taster sessions in Child 

Development, Astronomy, Media and 

Hospitality and Catering as these 

are all new subjects that we offer 

at Key Stage 4; more preparation 

work is planned for January and 

March too. Year 10 GCSE Geography 

students went to Bracknell to look at 

urban regeneration as part of their 

fieldwork element of the GCSE. We 

also had the amazing opportunity 

to welcome the TikTok sensation, 

‘Here At Last’ to school. The up and 

coming pop group is touring schools 

to raise awareness of on-line safety, 

cyber bullying and mental health. 

They were a great addition to the 

day and even left school to a frenzy 

of screaming and cheering as they 

departed for the day!

Date for your diary: Monday 16th 

January is the first ‘Aspire to Be’ Day 

of 2023. Year 7 will be completing 

the Friends of Woking High School 

tutor group Coin Challenge. Each 

tutor group will be laying their coins 

in a line to see which is the longest, 

whilst raising funds for FoWHS and 

also competing to be the winning 

tutor group, so Year 7 get collecting 

coins, so that you are ready for 

16.01.23.

Mrs Abbs-Rowe
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Careers
The Careers Programme this term 
has been jam-packed.

Post-16 Pathway Assemblies: At 
the beginning of this term, Year 11s 
completed their post-16 awareness 
assembly programme, finishing 
with presentations from Woking 
College, SJB 6th form and ASK 
Apprenticeship.

A drop-in Careers Clinic has also 
been introduced after school for 
all students should they require 
additional support with any aspect 
of their post-16 journey.

Innervate Careers One-to-One 
Careers Meetings: Our external 
careers provider Innervate Careers 
Services continued to work with 
our Year 11 students, providing 
one-to-one impartial information, 
advice and guidance sessions and 
ensuring students were secure with 
their post-16 applications.

Year 9 NHS Success Careers 
Performance: All Year 9 students 
were fortunate enough to attend 
an engaging and informative NHS 
Careers drama performance; the aim 
of the performance was to inform 
and inspire students about the 
diversity of opportunities available 
to them in the NHS and to explore 
the fascinating world of healthcare.

Brooklands Innovation Academy: 
Year 8 students participated in two 
separate inspirational STEM events 
held at Brooklands Museum.

In the first event, students took part 
in the ‘Design the Future Challenge’. 
Students had the opportunity 
to work with engineers and 
entrepreneurs to prepare a design 
brief and present in a ‘Dragon’s Den’ 
style format all with a STEM focus.

The second event, involved our 
students joining 400 secondary 
school students in an action-packed 
STEM day. After an introduction 
from co-founder Professor Brian 
Cox, students were joined by other 
aspirational speakers, including the 
first (and so far, only) female pilot in 
The Royal Airforce Aerobatic Team, 
Dr Alice Bunn OBE, Chief Executive 
of the Institute of Mechanical 
Engineers and an Interdisciplinary 
Scientist from Haleon to name but 
a few.

Students had the opportunity to 
participate in practical workshops. 
There were over 20 workshops 
ranging from Balfour Beatty with 
their robotic dog, Airbus landing on 
the Moon activity, Bayer encouraged 
exploration of their interactive 
inflatable heart and The National 
Physical Laboratory helped the 
students launch a rocket.

The location was the unforgettable 
Brooklands Museum’s historic site, 
renowned for innovation and world 
firsts in engineering and design.



17

McLaren Visit: On our first ‘Aspire 
to Be’ day employees from Mclaren 
spent the day with Year 10 and 11 
students running STEM classroom-
based sessions. They shared their 
career journeys to becoming 
Mclaren engineers. Students 
examined vehicle components 
along with a demonstration of 3D 
computer aided design on a laptop.

A Q &A session was taken outdoors 
alongside the incredible McLaren 
720s in Supernova car.

All other year groups had the 
opportunity to see the car and meet 
the engineers during break and 
lunch time.

Year 11 Woking College Excellence 
trip: Selected Year 11 students 
participated in the Woking 
College’s Excellence Programme. 
The programme aims to nurture 
passion and commitment, as well as 
attainment, across all subjects.

Students took part in sessions 
which supported their current GCSE 
learning within one of the following 
areas: STEM, Humanities/Social 
Science/Business, The Arts.

Surrey University/Royal Holloway 
University of London – Raising 
Aspirations presentation: Two 
of our local universities joined 
forces to deliver an informative 
and aspirational presentation to all 
Year 11 students. The presentation 
covered many topics including: why 
do people go to university, where to 
study, what to study, the application 
process and much more. Alternative 
post-18 options were also discussed.

each roadshow, BBC Ambassadors 
shared their unique and powerful 
stories, highlighting to students that 
no matter your background, you 
can achieve anything. Students had 
the opportunity to ask questions 
and to find out more about our 
ambassadors – including their story 
and careers.

The event was presented by KISS 
FM DJ, Alex Mansuroglu. Listening 
to the stories of David Harper and 
Hetal Bapodra provided a truly 
inspirational morning for our Key 
Stage 3 students.

Mrs Jarman

Assembly Programme
Our assembly programme this term 
has focussed on a wide variety of 
topics that underpin our school 
values, including Black History, 
Disability Awareness, Mental 
Health and Equality. We have also 
welcomed several outside speakers 
to raise awareness of key issues. 
These have included the ‘Oddballs’ 
Foundation who were talking about 
recognising the signs of testicular 
cancer and Rhys Rutledge from 
‘Defeat, Don’t Repeat’ who delivered 
an inspirational message about the 
dangers of drug crime and turning 
his life around. We also welcomed 
RASASC (The Rape and Sexual 
Assault Support Centre) in for Anti-
Bullying week who were discussing 
the topic of sexual assault and 
harassment and how to challenge, 
report and change the behaviour 
together, linking perfectly into our 
whole school initiative.

It has certainly been a varied and 
insightful assembly programme 
this term to support the personal 
development of our students, and 
we are very grateful to our visiting 
speakers for their thought-provoking 
presentations.

Mr Crowley

BBC 100 Share Your Story: All 
students in Years 7, 8 and 9 were 
very fortunate to be visited by 
the ‘BBC100 Share Your Story’ 
Roadshow. The BBC’s centenary 
celebrations visited around 400 
secondary schools across the UK. In 
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 Drama

Key Stage 3
We have had a great term in 
the Drama Department! Our 
introductory ‘Can-Do’ programme 
kick-started the year for our Key 
Stage 3 students. Focus was on 
team building and getting-to-
know-you activities, moving onto 
more challenging improvisation 
and scripted work. The students 
worked wonderfully, applying the 
Core Values of Woking High School 
with commitment and dedication.

Key Stage 3 students have since 
gone on to build upon and develop 
their Drama skills. Year 7s have 
been having great fun exploring 
concepts of ‘Greek Chorus’; 
Year 8s have been learning all 
about the genre of ‘Melodrama’, 
and Year 9 students have been 

inspired by the work of the Trestle 
Theatre Company and the physical 
demands of mask work.

Our Key Stage 3 students have 
been brilliant, working with 
imagination, flair and wonderful 
energy. Mrs Wilson and Mrs 
Leek are incredibly proud of the 
creativity, self-discipline and 
Can-Do attitudes that have been 
presented. Well done for all of your 
fantastic efforts!

Key Stage 4
Key Stage 4 students have also 
been working incredibly hard. 
The Year 10 Drama students 
have been working fantastically. 
exploration of stage space, 
staging configurations and job 
roles formed the course induction. 
Since then, students have been 
developing their devising skills, 
having created pieces of devised 
theatre in contrasting genres. The 
first piece focused on the theme 
of ‘Remembrance’, featuring 
original theatre inspired by Wilfred 
Owen’s ‘Dulce et Decorum est’. 
The second piece focused on 
preparing a live performance for 
the Woking High School Christmas 
Concert. The piece was inspired 
by Dr Seuss’ ‘The Grinch’ and it 
provided a great deal of fun and 

entertainment to our audience. A 

huge well done to all involved.

Year 11 students have also been 

very busy. Students have continued 

to explore examination technique. 

Focus has included further 

exploration of ‘Blood Brothers’ and 

live theatre, having watched ‘Life of 

Pi’ back in July. Devising has also 

been a focus, with Year 11 students 

developing original theatre based 

on the theme of ‘Change’. Within 

this, groups have chosen to explore 

the very challenging topic of ‘The 

Berlin Wall’. We are very much 

looking forward to seeing how the 

students develop these original 

pieces of theatre, and wish them 

luck on the creative journey!

Drama Club
Lower School Drama Club has 

proved to be a joy with our Year 

7 students. There is always lots of 

fun to be had, as students have 

participated in Drama Games and 

Improvisation work.

It certainly has been a busy term 

for us in Drama! Thank you and 

well done to everyone for their 

creativity and enthusiasm for the 

subject! It is a pleasure watching 

your confidence grow.

Mrs Wilson



19

 Latin

In Latin, we are most excited 
about a forthcoming visit to the 
Bay of Naples in October 2023, 
during half term. This visit will be 
offered to all Latin students in 
Years 8 and 9 currently. We will be 
flying to Naples, climbing Mount 
Vesuvius, seeing Herculaneum (also 
covered in the eruption of 79) and 
spending a whole day in Pompeii. 
We believe it will be a unique and 
fascinating experience. Pompeii 
is a town seemingly frozen in time 
and preserved by the tragic events 
nearly two millenia ago.

Our Year 10 students have been 
starting their new GCSE course, 
which now includes an in-depth 
look at the emperor Nero – fact 
or fiction. Did he play the fiddle 
while Rome burned? Did he play 
the fiddle at all? Did he start 
the fires? Was he good, bad or 
indifferent? How old was he when 
he became emperor? Did he really 
do all the bad things of which he 
is often accused? We are hoping 

that this unit will be an education 
not only about the past, but also 
about today; how a government 
should conduct itself; what is its 
purpose? To what perks are rulers 
legitimately entitled? When and 
how can a government be ended 
by those outside it? It is this course 
which will soon be available for 
our Year 9 students to choose for 
GCSE.

Key stage three students have 
been learning the Latin language 
very carefully, using technical 
terms and finding out more about 

other languages. The study of 
Latin improves general English 
vocabulary and is a particular 
advantage in medical and legal 
careers. They have also been 
learning recently about the 
forum in Pompeii; how it was a 
pedestrian only zone and had 
covered colonnades around it to 
make shoppers feel relaxed. When 
relaxed, they would be more likely 
to open their purses and spend. 
This has proved timely, with the 
build-up to Christmas upon us.

Mr Lawson

 Year 7

At the start of the academic year, 

we welcomed 240 very excited 

Year 7s all ready and eager to begin 

their high school journey. So far, 

Year 7s have taken on their new 

challenges with great excitement 

and enthusiasm. They are creating 

new friendships, enjoying new 

experiences and building new 

relationships with their teachers. 

Year 7s had the joy of a ‘head start’ 

with an extra induction day, where 

they were able to go through 

Woking High School expectations 

and familiarise themselves with the 

school, spending time with their 

tutor and playing team building 

games. This was followed by a 

wonderful Year 7 camping trip in 

Surrey where the students were 

able to take part in problem solving 

and practise team building skills 

as well as making new friends. The 

students particularly enjoyed the 

orienteering and the low ropes 

and have said they made great 

memories. On reflection of Year 

7 so far, the students have said 

that “the lessons are fun and they 

have made new friends,” “I am 

loving the PE lessons and all the 

sports events”, “everyone is there 

to support you” and “I really like 

being welcomed by teachers on the 

gate in the morning, it makes me 

excited about coming into school”. 

In October, we had our first face 

to face consultation evening. This 

was very well attended with 73% 

of parents booking appointments 

and feedback from the evening was 

very positive. So far this year, Year 

7 have experienced two Aspire to 

Be days, which have involved first 

aid classes, a History challenge, a 

visit from Here at Last, a boy band 

who talked about online safety 

and bullying, and a visit from an 

author. They have also taken on 

the challenge of donating items 

to create gift boxes for families in 

need in Eastern Europe through 

the Rotary Shoebox scheme. I 

have been very impressed with the 

Year 7’s effort and generosity with 

this project and I know there will 

be lots of families across Eastern 

Europe whose Christmas will be 

brightened when they receive all 

their wonderful gifts. I would like to 

wish you and your families a very 

Merry Christmas and I look forward 

to welcoming Year 7 back for a new 

and exciting term in January 2023.

Miss Bartlett 
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 Library

Reading for Pleasure, diversity and 
inclusion have been the main themes 
in the library this term.

The first event of the term was 
Bookbuzz where every Year 7 
student chose a book of their own 
to take home and keep from a 
collection of 17 recently published 
books – this includes large print 
and Braille versions for our VI 
students and dyslexia-friendly 
publications. Everyone is included. 
www.booktrust.org.uk/what-we-
do/programmes-and-campaigns/
bookbuzz

We were delighted to host The 
School Library Association’s 
termly meeting in the Woking High 
School Library in November and 
our guest speaker was Barbara 
Band, a school library, reading 
and literacy consultant. She spoke 
in detail about the importance of 
Reading for Pleasure and ensuring 
our libraries are inclusive and 
representative of all our users. It’s 
important that our students can 
see themselves in books and can 
develop empathy for others by 
reading about a range of diverse 
characters. www.barbaraband.com

We are always proud of all our 
students and their achievements, 
and we were delighted to welcome 
ex-student, and recently published 
author, Rachel Porter, into school on 
our last Aspire to Be day. Rachel led 
some workshops in the morning with 
some Year 7 and Year 8 students 
then spoke to the whole of Year 8 
about her creative journey before 
publishing her first novel, Angel in 
the mirror: The Burning One. Her 
talk linked closely to our values, and 
she was honest about how resilient 
one needs to be in the publishing 
world! We are grateful to Rachel 
for her hard work and inspirational 
words. www.austinmacauley.com/
book/angel-mirror

Year 7 and Year 8 Reading for 
Pleasure sessions in the library 
have taken off and the increase in 
borrowing books from the library 
has been incredible! Many new 

books have been catalogued and 
placed invitingly on shelves and 
the students are introduced to 
these during their sessions. Topics 
covered have included different 
genres, how reading can increase 
empathy, how to use non-fiction 
books for research, and the analysis 
of a Reading for Pleasure Habits and 
Attitudes Survey. They have been 
learning about the social, emotional 
and educational benefits of reading 
for pleasure too in these sessions – 
we hope this can be supported at 
home as reading is a lifelong journey 
for everyone.

Mrs Carlton

https://www.booktrust.org.uk/what-we-do/programmes-and-campaigns/bookbuzz/
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/what-we-do/programmes-and-campaigns/bookbuzz/
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/what-we-do/programmes-and-campaigns/bookbuzz/
http://www.barbaraband.com/
https://www.austinmacauley.com/book/angel-mirror
https://www.austinmacauley.com/book/angel-mirror
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Food to put you in a 

really good mood

Students in Year 7 have started 

their time at Woking High School 

by looking at Health and Safety. 

They used different equipment 

in the Food room to make Fruit 

Salad, Croque Monsieur and Small 

Cakes. Chopping skills such as 

the Bridge Hold and Claw Grip 

were used for this. Students are 

becoming a lot more creative 

every year with a variety of 

bread being used as time goes 

on. There are a variety of dietary 

requirements in our food classes, 

so the recipes have been adapted 

so all students can access the 

learning and go home happy. It 

is clear that a lot of our students 

are practising their dishes at 

home and cooking regularly with 

their families. This is great to 

see. And students are rewarded 

accordingly with the fantastic work 

they produce. Year 8 students 

have just started on a unit called 

Gelatinisation which looks at 

heat transfer through food. This 

involved making a white sauce 

in dishes such as pasta bake and 

chicken and mushroom pie.

Year 9 students have been 

looking at Food Choices. This 

is a unit which helps students 

to understand why people from 

different cultures and religions eat 

the food that they eat. As part of 

this students cooked a ragu sauce 

which can be used in many cultural 

foods such as pasta, pizza and 

curries. Staple ingredients such as 

rice were also intergrated into a 

number of dishes such as egg fried 

rice, arancini, paella and risotto. 

As you can see our students have 

done really well on this unit.

Year 10 Food students have been 

developing their skills by looking at 

varius topics. In Food Preparation 

and Nutrition students have been 

focusing on developing practical 

skills and have been looking at 

combining techniques so have 

tackled vanilla slices.

In Hospitality and Catering 

students have been looking at 

areas such as jobs, the kitchen 

and menus in restaurents. As part 

of this, they have been cooking 

various starters, mains and 

desserts. this included different 

types of curries and fruit muffins.

Year 11 students have been 

working on their NEA coursework 

whilst also revising for their mock 

exams. This will go towards their 

final grade next year. This involved 

reasearching and planning. This 

also included creating a number 

of dishes based on a design brief 

set by the exam board whilst being 

innovative and original.

Miss Hussain

 Food and Nutrition
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 English

Another academic year, and we see 
a new cohort of Year 7 students join 
Woking High School. They have been 
exploring different text styles in the 
‘Back to School’ unit and have begun 
to get to grips with Shakespeare’s 
English as we study different 
characters from a range of his plays, 
exploring his language and word 
patterns in preparation for studying 
Macbeth in Year 8. They have been 
enjoying performing the speeches 
and developing their knowledge by 
learning lines and quotes.

Year 8 have been introduced to our 
new curriculum and begun the year 
with the new unit: ‘My World’. This 
unit has introduced them to a range 
of functional skills and creative 
writing – looking at up to date news 
or magazine articles and developing 

their own understanding of how to 
apply their knowledge of different 
writing styles to a variety of tasks. 
This half term has introduced them 
to ‘Macbeth’; they will study this text 
and it will be part of their key exam 
papers this year.

Year 9 have spent their first half 
term looking at discursive speeches 
to understand the intricacies of 
persuasive writing. They have looked 
at well known speeches, such as 
those by Martin Luther King and also 
the more modern speeches of Malala 
and Sir David Attenborough. This 
half term we have been reading the 
classic ‘Of Mice and Men’, providing 
the students with an insight into life 
in 1930s America. This text will be 
part of their exam programme in 
January.

Year 10 have embraced the start 
to their GCSE English course, with 
the study of ‘Animal Farm’ and 
have shown a good understanding 
of the ideas behind Orwell’s novel. 
They have just completed their first 
English mocks in both Language and 
Literature with promising results.

Year 11 continue to prepare for 
their terminal exams and have 
been enjoying the world of poetry 
– our last exam text. They will be 
completing their third mocks at 
the end of November sitting Paper 
2 for both disciplines. Revision is 
very much on their minds and it is 
encouraging to see how focused 
they have been towards the poetry 
and ‘Romeo and Juliet’. Fingers 
crossed their hard work pays off!

Ms Swancutt

 Forest School

Forest School has seen some 
adverse weather conditions so 
far this year, and young people’s 
fire lighting skills have been truly 
tested.

When the sun has been shining, 
students have worked on their 
den building skills, tool use – with 
a focus on whittling, and have 
chosen to set up a swing.

Looking ahead we will explore 
what can be cooked over the 
campfire and continue to develop 
our tool skills.

Year 11 ASDAN – Employability 
Skills and Development course
The Year 11s are focusing their 
ASDAN sessions on an enterprise 
activity which will see them host 
a small cake sale in January. The 
charity sale will allow them to work 
on their communication and team 
work skills as well as considering 
what makes good customer service. 
Their budgeting skills have been 
tested as they have discovered the 
cheapest and most expensive places 
to buy ingredients, and whether the 
quality of the cake or the topping is 
going to help sell the cake.

Year 10 ASDAN – Gardening
The Year 10s have been busy trying 
to get the garden outside SEND 
under control after a warm autumn 
that encouraged growth. As they 
have worked on the area they have 
planned things they would like to 
add to the area, including clear 
boarders to the flower bed.

They are now starting to look at 
construction projects to decide 
what they would like to build to 
enhance the garden.

Mrs Jones
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 Duke of Edinburgh Award

We are very pleased that the Duke 
of Edinburgh Award has just been 
launched again this year at Woking 
High School and we have had a 
very busy few months with the 
Award.

So, for those that don’t know, the 
award is what 14-24-year-olds can 
do at one of three progressive 
levels which, when successfully 
completed, leads to a Bronze, 
Silver or Gold Duke of Edinburgh’s 
Award.

There are four sections to complete 
at Bronze and Silver level and 
five at Gold. They involve helping 
the community, environment, 
becoming fitter, developing new 
skills, planning, training for and 
completing an expedition and, 
for Gold only, working with a 
team on a residential activity. We 
offer Bronze and Silver at Woking 
High School. Any young person 
can do their DofE – regardless 
of ability, gender, background 
or location. Achieving an Award 
isn’t a competition or about being 
first. It’s all about setting personal 
challenges and pushing personal 
boundaries.

We have had 4 Silver Awards 
completed. We are very proud of 
their achievements and we hope 
they go on to complete their Gold 
Award. The current Year 10s will 
also have the opportunity to do 
their Silver expedition and are now 
working towards completing this 

Award by doing the rest of the 

sections. If any Year 10 students 

do wish to complete Silver, getting 

Bronze done is the first step on 

this path!

Last year’s Bronze Awards are 

being approved thick and fast 

now! We have had 38 of our 

students complete their Bronze 

Award. Our expeditions were 

held on the school site and then 

down in Salisbury. The weather 

was fantastic for one but less so 

for the other; however, all the 

students had a fantastic time, and 

enjoyed the experiences. We were 

very pleased to have run these 

expeditions, and we thank our 

fantastic team of staff who came 

with us and gave up weekends 

to run these. Our thanks must 

also go to our team of assessors 

(Mr Dixon and Mrs Beeson) who 

fantastically upheld the Award and 

passed everyone who completed 

the expedition. We are also very 

grateful for the wider Woking 

High School community, and 

the surrounding areas for all the 

work they have put into assessing 

students on different sections 

throughout the year.

As mentioned, we have just 

launched the Bronze Award for 

the current Year 9s. We hope to 

allow all students who have shown 

interest to do this Award, and 

it would be our highest number 

of participants to date. We will 

be launching Silver for Year 10 

soon, so watch this space. We are 

looking forward to our busiest 

expedition season to date!

Mrs Strong and Mr Beeson
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 Astronomy

This term in Year 9 four students 
have entered and successfully 
passed round one of the 
Raspberry Pi AstroPi mission. 
Sofia Rizvi, Srithar Nagarajan, Beth 
Strong and Laurie Brooks have 
designed an experiment to be run 
on the International Space Station 
during the Summer next year. 
We were notified that their work 
went through a rigorous selection 
process and has made it through 
to the final section where teams 
from around Europe will compete 
to have their experiments run for 
3 hours in space before being sent 
the results to analyse.

In Year 10 our new Astronomy 
students have been working hard 
studying the structure of the Earth, 
the changing appearance of the 

Moon and most recently how to 
determine their position on Earth 
using a sundial.

On a very cold October evening 
we had 36 Astronomy students 
staying overnight at the school 
to carry out observations using 
our telescopes. We had a very 
enjoyable evening, studying the 
Moon, looking at a very bright 
Jupiter and some students trying 
their hands at astrophotography.

Our Year 11 students have been 
working hard on their coursework 
and have produced some amazing 
images using their telescopes and 
a remote telescope located on the 
Canary Island of La Palma. I’ll leave 
you with some of our students’ 
images.

Dr Ashton

The Ring Nebula by Aaron Kenyon

Galaxies by Oliver Plans

Messier 103 Open cluster by Max The Dumbbell Nebula in false colour 
by Alfred Sullivan

M1 The Crab Nebula Supernova remnant 
by Joshua Beaven

The Apennine lunar mountain range 
by Isaac Taylor



25

 Art

 Games Club

Games Club meets every 
Thursday from 15:00 until 16:30 
in H4 and students have mostly 
been playing Games Workshop 
games and Dungeons and 
Dragons this term. It is always 
amazing to be a part of such 
creativity as students model, 
paint and tell stories. Some 

students have also completed 
their Duke of Edinburgh skills 
section as the club, improving 
and practising their painting and 
modelling techniques.

Mr Dixon

The Art Department has had a 
busy term so far on the lead up 
to Christmas. During the first 
half of the term, the department 
collaborated with the A2B 
programme and led an Aspire to 
Be session for the Year 9 cohort. 
The session was based around 
creativity in craft and how to 
combine this with the concept 
of Sustainability. The Year 9s 
collected tin cans from home which 
they then decorated in school with 
acrylic paint. We encoruaged the 
use of bold, repetitive patterns and 
bright colours whilst instilling the 
message of sustainability into each 
session. The outcome produced 
eye-catching pen or pencil holders 
that were individual to each 
student and made from recycled 
materials.

Our second contribution to the 
Aspire to Be program was running 
another session for Year 8 students 
focusing on the artist Rosalind 
Munk and her pieces of art inspired 
by the natural world. We wanted 
our stduents to use zentagle 
patterns in a similar way on one of 
their own designs. This linked well 
to their art lessons, where they are 
looking at distorted portraiture 
using collage, pattern and shapes.

Additionally, it has been another 
successful term for Clay Club. This 
year, we decided to dedicate the 

extra-curricular workshop to the 
Year 10 students who have been 
making hand moulded vessels 
inspired by Grayson Perry. They 
will be including it within their 
GCSE ‘Surroundings’ project, 
focusing on the sub theme 
‘Identity’. Once the pots have 
been fired, the students will be 
exploring how to use clay glazes 
and various decorative techniques 
within ceramics.

Finally, our dedicated Year 11 
students have just concluded 
their last coursework project by 
creating a final outcome during 
their mock exam. The ten-hour 
assessment saw students create 
individual outcomes in a variety 
of mediums, some of which 
were textiles, oil paints, printing, 
photography and mixed media.

The KS3 year groups have focused 
on a multitude of topics – Year 7 
looking at the formal elements 
within art, Year 8 focusing on 
portraiture and Year 9 exploring 
the theme ‘Close Ups’. The Year 
7 Consultation Evening was a 
positive experience and we found 
students seemed to be enjoying 
the subject since they had started 
at Woking High School. We intend 
to continue each one of these 
projects, developing their skills by 
looking at collage, clay or textiles 
through each KS3 year group.

Mrs Alighieri
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 Sports Competitions

South East Schools: Junior Boys Cross Country Champions 
Boys from left to right are: Josh Mulewa, Alfie Justice, Torsten Wakenshaw, 
Neco Truter, Chase Kapotwe and Ethan Raggett

Since the last newsletter our 
students and teams have been 
experiencing some outstanding 
results at District, County, Regional 
and even National level.

For our traditional team’s sports 
such as Football, Rugby, Netball 
and Basketball there will be a 
full report in our next Newsletter 
in March when the majority of 
Leagues and Cup competitions 
have concluded.

English Schools Athletics Gold 
for Teddy Gannon
Before we broke up in the Summer 
Term, we had two of our students 
competing in the English Schools 
Athletic Championships in 
Manchester. Both Teddy Gannon 
(Inter Boy) and Alice Clark (Junior 
Girl) were representing Surrey 
and competing at Discus. Alice 
threw close to her lifetime best and 
finished in eighth place. Teddy threw 
incredibly well and led for most of 
the competition. In the final round 
he produced an incredible throw of 
55.40m to beat his personal best 
by over two metres and to win gold. 
Teddy then went onto represent 
England the following week in 
an international match against 
Scotland, Wales and Ireland, and he 
again threw well, winning gold.

Inter Girls at English Schools 
Swimming Finals
After competing in the Surrey Relay 
Championships in September, our 
Inter Girls team narrowly missed out 
on a medal finishing in fourth place 
in the Medley Relay. However, we 
had swum quickly enough to qualify 
us for the English Schools Swimming 
Finals. Out of the 30 fastest teams, 
we were ranked slowest prior to 
the finals. Our girls produced some 
fantastic swims to move us up to 
18th place overall, which is really 
encouraging when you consider that 
most of the team will be eligible for 
that age group again next year. The 
girls involved were Violette Hornzee, 
Scarlett Brown, Izzy Rose, Eloise 
Trojanovich and in qualifying Tilly 
Lockyer.

Cross Country
Our students have been incredibly 
successful and busy with their 
Cross Country, competing in no 
fewer than five events.

At the First Round of the English 
Schools Cross Country Match held 
at Guildford High School against 
some of the top state and private 
schools in Surrey our Junior Boys 
came second despite several 
injuries and Inter Boys were fourth. 
This meant that both qualified for 
the South East finals at the Judd 
School in Tonbridge. At the South 
East finals our Junior Boys were on 
fire and were comfortable winners. 
Chase Kapotwe won the race with 
Neco Truter in third and Ethan 
Raggett in fifth place; there were 
over 80 athletes competing. Please 
see team result below:

South East Junior Boys Team result:

1st Woking High 23

2nd Reigate Grammar 47

3rd Westgate School 56

This means that our Junior Boys 
qualified to compete in the 
National finals in Leeds in early 
December.

At the District Cross Country, our 
students performed incredibly 
well, winning six out of the eight 
team competitions against 
thirteen other schools. We were 
comfortably the most successful 
school. We had a large number of 
top ten individual finishes. Please 
see selected team and individual 
results below:

District Cross Country 
Selected Team Results:

Year 7 Girls Champions

Year 7 Boys Champions

Year 8 Boys Champions

Year 9 Girls 3rd

Year 9 Boys Champions

Year 10/11 Girls Champions

Year 10/11 Boys Champions
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Selected Individual results (Medal Winners only):

Year 7 Boys Ethan Raggett Gold

Year 7 Boys Alfie Justice Bronze

Year 8 Boys Chase Kapotwe Gold

Year 8 Boys Neco Truter Silver

Year 9 Girls Violetee Hornzee Bronze

Year 10/11 Girls Bella Hornzee Silver

Year 10/11 Boys Jack Phillpotts Bronze

In the Arete Cross Country we beat Gordon’s by a 
score line of 8 team wins to 0.

Selected Individual Results (Top 3 only) :

Year 7 Girls Millie Hart-Johnson Gold

Year 7 Girls Amy Press Bronze

Year 7 Boys Ethan Raggett Gold

Year 7 Boys Alfie Justice Silver

Year 8 Girls Katherine Lock Gold

Year 8 Girls Sidra Tahseen Silver

Year 8 Boys Neco Truter Gold

Year 8 Boys Jack Richens Silver

Year 8 Boys Joshua Mulewa Bronze

Year 9 Girls Violette Hornzee Gold

Year 9 Girls Izzy Rose Silver

Year 9 Girls Daisy May Bronze

Year 9 Boys Jacob Littlecott Silver

Year 9 Boys Toby Silvester Bronze

Year 10/11 Girls Bella Hornzee Gold

Year 10/11 Girls Mari Woodhatch Silver

Year 10/11 Boys Jack Phillpotts Silver

Year 10/11 Boys Zavi Zinman Bronze

We have also competed in the inaugural Tomlinscote 
Cross Country competitions and performed 
amazingly, winning all four team titles (Junior Boys, 
Junior Girls, Inter Boys and Inter Girls). We had a 
number of top 3 individual finshes. See below:

Junior Boys Ethan Raggett Gold

Junior Boys Neco Truter Silver

Junior Boys Alfie Justice Bronze

Junior Girls Katherine Lock Bronze

Inter Boys Zavi Zinman Silver

Inter Boys George Loader Bronze

Inter Girls Mari Woodhatch Gold

Biathlon
Our students have competed at two different biathlon 
events this academic year. We did exceptionally well 
at the Guildford High biathlon.

Please see team and individual results below:

Team:

Year 7 Boys 1st 
(Alfie Justice, Ethan Raggett 
and Harry Crook)

Year 9 Girls 2nd 
(Violette Hornzee, Izzy Rose 
and Scarlett Brown)

Individual:

Year 7 Boys 3rd Alfie Justice

Year 8 Boys 1st Neco Truter

Year 9 Girls 2nd Violette Hornzee

Year 11 Girls 1st Bella Hornzee

At the South and South East Regional Biathlon 
Qualifier at Bracknell, we had two Year 7 girls 
compete (Millie Hart Johnson and Martha Abel 
Mackay). Millie performed brilliantly on the swim, 
recording the fastest time for all Year 7 girls and 
finished second place overall.

Basketball
In Basketball our Under 14 Girls team have been busy 
playing in the English schools’ competition; we have 
done exceptionally well so far, beating many of the 
best basketball playing schools in the South.

Please see results below:

Won 39– 16 v Aylesbury,

Won 27 – 18 v Dr Challoners

Won 45 – 35 v John Madejski Academy

Our Year 7 and 8 Boys Basketball teams have played 
one of their three District tournaments and both Year 
7 and 8 teams emerged victorious. What was also 
encouraging, is that we were able to get B and C 
teams into the tournament.

Mr Justice
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 Notices

 Parking

We ask that all parents and carers ensure that they are parking considerately when 
dropping off and picking up students from school. We ask that you do not park on yellow 
or zig zag lines, near corners or junctions and do not block driveways. We appreciate 
that parking near to school can be difficult during busy times at the start and end of the 
school day and would ask that you arrange to collect your child away from the school 
where there is less congestion. The Plough Pub is now under new management and they 
have kindly agreed to allow parents to use their car park for dropping off or picking up 
students. Please be aware that Ridgeway has been reconfigured and parking is very 
sparse. Yellow lines and limited parking bays have been introduced to increase road 
safety in the area. Please avoid parking on Ridgeway.

 Leave of Absence

Excellent attendance remains a key 
focus for us at Woking High School, 
as it is essential to our young people’s 
future success and their social and 
emotional wellbeing. We know that 
good attendance is directly linked to 
academic achievement; students with 
less than 90% attendance may fail 
to achieve 5 good GCSE grades and 
around one third of those students will 
achieve no GCSEs. Similarly, the Covid 
pandemic has highlighted the importance 
of schools in helping young people to 
cultivate healthy relationships, making 
attendance at school crucial to good 
mental health. If your child is struggling 
to maintain excellent attendance, 
please contact the Attendance Officer, 
Form Tutor, Pastoral Co-Ordinator, 
Head of Year or SENCo, who will work 
with you to address concerns. Please 
be reminded that schools are not able 
to approve of absence in term time 
for holidaying. The Government have 

changed the regulations which permitted 
Headteachers to grant leave of absence 
for the purposes of a family holiday. The 
Education (Pupil Registration) (England) 
(Amendment) Regulations 2013 states 
that Headteachers may not grant any 
leave of absence during term time unless 
there are exceptional circumstances. 
As everyone has been affected by the 
pandemic, having missed holiday due to 
Covid is not considered an exceptional 
circumstance. Although remote learning 
continues to be provided for students 
who are absent due to Covid for the time 
being, please be aware that schools are 
directed not to set work when students 
are absent due to other illnesses or indeed 
travel. The principle is that if students are 
too ill to attend school, they are too ill 
to be completing schoolwork. Absences 
beyond 10 school days, will be referred 
onto County Council’s Inclusion Services 
for educational support. Parent/ Carers 
who take their children out of school 

without authority for 5 or more days 
(which do not have to be consecutive), 
will be liable to receive a penalty notice 
from the local authority. Warnings will 
not be given where it can be shown that 
parents/carers have been notified that 
such absences will not be authorised. 
In addition, penalty notices may also be 
issued when a student is stopped by a 
truancy patrol or at the discretion of the 
local authority Inclusion Service Manager 
if a parent/carer fails to ensure regular 
attendance. The penalty notice is £60 
per child per parent if paid within 21 days 
of receipt of the notice rising to £120 per 
parent per child if paid after 21 days within 
28 days. If the penalty notice is not paid 
within 28 days Surrey County Council will 
consider a prosecution in the magistrate’s 
court. Please note that penalty notices 
are issued per parent/carer per child so 
a family of two parents and two children 
will receive four penalty notices. 

 Phones

Please be reminded that students are not permitted to have their phones on or out on 
the school site. Phones should be turned off and placed either in the inside pocket of 
the student’s blazer or in their bag, if the phone cannot be left at home. If students are 
found to have their phones out, they will be confiscated as per the school policy. We 
have, unfortunately, seen a rise in students using phones to call home or to take calls 
or respond to texts from parents/carers during the school day; we therefore ask that 
parents/carers do not contact students directly during the day and that students are 
encouraged not to phone or text parents/ carers during the day as well. If there is an 
emergency, students can speak to a member of staff or come to Student Reception, 
who will then assist them in using a phone to make contact. Similarly, if parents/carers 
need to get in contact with their child due to an emergency, please contact the school 
directly so that we can support the student.

 Key Dates 
Autumn Term 2022

Friday 16th December 
School closes at 12:30 for 
Christmas break

Tuesday 3rd January 
INSET day

Wednesday 4th January 
Students return to school

Friday 10th February 
School closes at 3pm for half-
term break

Monday 20th February 
Students return to school

Friday 24th February 
INSET day

*Please check the calendar 
on our website for further 
information on school activities


