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Headteacher’s Letter
I am very proud of the Woking High 

School family and how committed 

all stakeholders have been to get 

back to a sense of normality this 

year, taking every opportunity 

to get involved in events, trips, 

extra-curricular activities and 

volunteering, despite Covid 

having made its presence known 

throughout the year. I know that I 

am quite clearly biased in my views, 

but visitors regularly commend 

our school and a supply teacher 

recently told me it was the best 

school he had been in for a long 

time and that I should rightly be 

proud of the staff and students. It is 

always lovely to hear such positive 

feedback about the school and 

everyone involved in making it a 

special place to learn.

We have been thrilled to restart 
our residential trips this year with 
Newquay having gone ahead and 
the students having had a fabulous 
time; we have more planned for the 
future.

Similarly, it was with excitement 
that our Year 10 students were 
able to complete Work Experience 
in person this year. There is no 
doubt that the experiences gained 
in the workplace are incredibly 
valuable. We are very thankful 
to the local businesses, parents/
carers and schools for providing 
students with this opportunity and 
we look forward to continuing the 
partnership in future.

Our students enjoy a range of 
sporting activities and they have 
enjoyed overwhelming success 

this year, breaking county records, 

school records and personal bests 

convincingly throughout the 

competitions they have taken part 

in. However, more importantly, 

the competing students have 

demonstrated great sportsmanship, 

kindness and impeccable behaviour 

when visiting other venues, making 

it an absolute pleasure for staff to 

organise these opportunities for the 

students.

The attitude evident in our sports 

enthusiasts is matched by that of 

our other students and we were able 

to enjoy a wonderful demonstration 

of that in the CAT Gala earlier 

this year, which celebrated the 

diversity of our community 

and the world in general. Our 

talented and committed musicians 
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and singers led us through a 

beautifully reflective showcase 

of musical pieces and they were 

ably supported by our fantastic 

backstage crews, amazing artists, 

fabulous chefs and innovative 

designers. A very special event 

indeed.

As we welcomed an excited new 

cohort of Year 7s into school for 

their Induction Days and Intake 

Evening, we were also bidding 

an emotional farewell to our Year 

11s, reflecting on their journey at 

Woking High School. The students 

have shown incredible resilience 

over the last few years and we are 

pleased that we have been able to 

go ahead with the NRA and Prom 

this year to celebrate them in style. 

We cannot quite believe that it is 

time for them to move on, but we 

wish them the very best for the 

future and hope to hear about their 

successes as they move through life.

As we reflect on the year gone 

by, we are also looking ahead to 

the future. We are currently in the 

process of finalising a masterplan 

for developing the site, which we 

hope to be able to share with you 

soon, and we are set to launch a 

new website in the Autumn Term 

of the new academic year. All very 

exciting.

We are unfortunately bidding a sad 

farewell to some of our amazing 

staff who are retiring this year. 

Mrs Henderson, Mr Frewin, Mrs 

Bowman, Mrs Barham, Mrs Kelly and 

Dr Williams are going to be sorely 

missed, but we wish them all the 

best wishes for their retirement. We 

will thankfully be welcoming some 

of them back in a different capacity 

to help with tuition and supply.

I would like to thank parents and 

carers for all your support this 

year and to thank staff for their 

commitment to our students’ 

learning and care. I hope you all 

have a relaxing and rejuvenating 

holiday. Hopefully the projected 

travel chaos nationally and abroad 

is vastly exaggerated!

Best wishes,
Mrs Walter

 English

As we move towards the end 
of another academic year, 
students have settled back into 
the classroom again, after the 
uncertainties of the Pandemic. 
Year 11 prepared for their terminal 
exams and have now completed 
the exams themselves and we 
await the results.

Year 10 have embraced the start 
to their GCSE English course; they 
have studied the new GCSE text 
‘Animal Farm’ and have ended the 
academic year enjoying ‘Romeo 
and Juliet’ – with some very 
interesting performances of the 
script! 

Year 9 have completed their End 
of Year exams, and have read 
‘Much Ado About Nothing’ as part 
of their preparation for studying 
Shakespeare in Year 10. A lighter 
play to end the academic year on.

Year 8 have completed their travel 
writing and their End of Year 
exams. They have risen to the 
challenge of being introduced to 
‘An Inspector Calls’. Students have 

enjoyed the script reading and 
discovering information about life 
in the U.K. in 1912. 

Year 7 have enjoyed a new 
curriculum this year, as we have 
tried to make the subject more 
creative for them; they were able 
to complete their own quests 
during one of the recent Day 11s, 
after reading a series of short 
European stories with quests as 
the central theme. They completed 
their End of Year exams recently, 
revisiting ‘Wind in the Willows’ 
as part of their preparation – it 
is hard to believe that they have 
completed their first year at 
Woking High School.

Ms Swancutt
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 Maths

 UKMT Junior Maths Challenge
In the week commencing 25th 
April 2022, 120 of our brightest 
mathematicians in Year 7 and 8 sat 
the UKMT Junior Maths Challenge.

Each year over 700,000 students 
enter UKMT Mathematical 
Challenges and they are the UK’s 
most popular school competitions. 
To recognise the highest 
performers in the Challenge, the 

UKMT award the top-scoring 
50% of participants Bronze, Silver 
and Gold certificates in the ratio 
3:2:1. In addition, around 1,200 of 
the very highest performers are 
invited to take part in the Junior 
Olympiad and 10,000 in the Junior 
Kangaroo follow-on rounds.

We were delighted this year that 
across Year 7 and 8 our students 

were awarded 38 Bronze, 26 
Silver and 13 Gold certificates. In 
addition, the following students 
progressed to the Junior 
Kangaroo round which they sat 
on 14th June. We look forward to 
seeing the results!

Mrs Heller

Happy Puzzle Company – A selection of the puzzles students enjoyed completing.

Over the Summer Term, students in 
Year 7 and 8 have been continuing 
their work on the KS3 curriculum, 
sitting End of Year assessments 
in June. Year 9 and 10 students 
have continued with their work 
towards the GCSE Maths, with Year 
9 students sitting a mini GCSE 
assessment in June, giving them 
a taste of GCSE questions and 
assessment.

A reminder that the Maths 
Department uses Hegarty Maths for 
homework; this is a great resource 
for homework, but also for any 
additional revision and support at 
home. There are videos for each 
topic followed by questions for 
revision. If you child is struggling 
with their Maths homework there 

is a Maths Homework Club after 
school on a Day 8 from 3pm to 
4pm in F7, which all students are 
welcome to attend.

In the Summer Term, we were 
very excited to have the Happy 
Puzzle Company come into school 
on Day 11. This was to work with 
all of Year 8 and a small group 
of Year 7 students who were not 
at Marwell Zoo. The workshop 
involved problem solving/puzzles 
and working in teams. The students 
(and staff) thoroughly enjoyed 
this experience. Thank you to 
the generosity of the Friends of 
Woking High School for covering 
the cost of the experience for our 
students.

Mrs Heller
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The Summer Term has seen 

a great deal of activity in the 

Music Department as we have 

been preparing for a number of 

performances and events. This 

started straight away when we 

returned from the Easter holidays.

The Horsell Village School contacted 

us, asking if we would be able to 

take some of our students to them 

to give an afternoon concert to the 

children there. Whilst it would have 

been marvellous to ask all of our 

musical students to be involved, this 

would not have left much room for 

an audience in the Village School’s 

Main Hall! However, shortly after 

half term, a choir of 25 students, 

the guitar ensemble and several 

wind instruments from the school 

orchestra walked down to the school 

and staged a very enjoyable concert 

for the infants there. The concert 

concluded with our choir singing 

“Don’t Stop Believing” and, because 

we had informed the music teacher 

at the Village School that this would 

happen, she had taught the Year 2 

children the song in advance. This 

meant that they could join with our 

choir to give a very memorable 

rendition of the tune. The concert 
was a great success and apparently 
the children could be heard 
humming and singing our songs for 
several days afterwards!

Following on from the success of 
our school concert at Christmas, 
our next big event was the Summer 
Concert on the 5th July. Once 
again, our flagship ensembles (the 
orchestra and choir) performed to 
a very high standard, along with a 
mix of smaller groups and soloists. 
Credit should be given to our Year 
10 students who were involved in 
Work Experience during the week 
of the concert. Although they were 
not in school, they were able to 
organise themselves to still perform 
at the concert which will stand 
them in good stead when they are 
in the world of work. It was also 
pleasing to see some of our Year 
11 students perform in the concert, 
even though their studies and exams 
had finished. We will miss their 
musicianship greatly, but we would 
like to thank them for their hard 
work and we wish them well in their 
next steps in education, whether 
that involves music or any other 
subjects they are passionate about.

The school choir also performed at 
our annual awards ceremonies in 
school after the concert. They sang 
at the start of the Year 11 Leavers 
Assembly and also at the Young 
Achievers Assembly where awards 
were presented to students in all 
other year groups. The students who 
won awards for Music were chosen 
either because of their progress and 
achievements in normal lessons or 
because of their commitment and 

dedication to performing music as 
a soloist or as part of one of our 
ensembles. It was very difficult 
to choose which students should 
win awards because we have so 
many talented musicians, but that 
is a very nice problem for a Music 
Department to have!

When we return in September, all 
of our ensembles will recommence 
their rehearsal schedules as soon 
as possible and we look forward 
to welcoming some new Year 7 
students to these groups. If any 
of these students are members or 
friends of anyone who is reading this 
article, do please let them know that 
we would love them to join us when 
they arrive and work with our older 
musicians who are always really kind 
and friendly to newcomers. Thank 
you to everyone who has supported 
Mr Lawton, Miss Aghajanian, our 
visiting instrument and vocal 
teachers and myself this year. Have a 
fantastic summer.

Mr Turner

 Music
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 Young Citizens Magistrates’ Court 
 Mock Trial Competition 2022

I am very pleased to be able to 
report on the Mock Trial once 
again, after a Covid-induced 
absence from the competition 
last year. Perhaps as a reflection 
of students’ enthusiasm to make 
up for lost time, there was an 
exceptionally high level of interest 
at our initial meeting back in 
November, leading to the creation 
of a squad of 26 Year 8s and 9s.

The case that they were 
given focussed on the crime 
of harassment, contrary to 
Section 2 of the Protection from 
Harassment Act 1997. Allegedly, 
a university student, Alex Davies, 
had set up a fake Instagram 
account, which, along with 
abusive emails, was designed 
to embarrass and ridicule her 
former school friend, Toni Clarke. 
Furnished only with five witness 
statements, the prosecution and 
defence lawyers had to build 
their case. All students showed 
excellent commitment and 
initiative at our weekly meetings 
and very quickly the lawyers, 
witnesses, court staff and 
magistrates were able to rehearse 
in role as defence and prosecution 
teams.

One Wednesday afternoon in late 
March, the Hall was transformed 
into a court room and the whole 
squad competed against one 
another. The purpose of this 
intra-school heat was to select 

15 students to go forward to the 
actual competition; a difficult task, 
due to the impressive standard of 
everyone’s performance. 

In May, the final team represented 
Woking High School in the Surrey 
and South-East virtual heat, held 
via Zoom. Lawyers Mari, Gregoria, 
Sarth and Grace were fearless in 
their pursuit of the truth and have, 
no doubt, laid the foundations 
of their legal careers. Witnesses 
Sabin, Imaan and Lani were utterly 
convincing, as was our defendant, 
Claudia (hopefully her first and 
last time in the dock). Tanish 

was a truly superb legal adviser 
and Ellen a calm and gracious 
court usher. Wise and attentive, 
Summer, Aryana and Laurie made 
an impression with the judges as 
magistrates. In addition, Junaid 
submitted a perceptive court 
report and Leila was in role as the 
court artist.

We did not win the heat this year, 
but the students said they really 
enjoyed the experience, had 
grown in confidence and were 
proud of themselves, which they 
have every reason to be.

Mrs Thomas
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The Carnegie Medal is the longest 
running and highly sought-after 
award recognising outstanding 
writing for children. During the 
Summer Term, a small group 
of enthusiastic readers from 
across the year groups took 
part in the Shadowing Scheme 
which gives librarians and young 
people the opportunity to read 
and vote for books within the 
shortlist. The Woking High-Fivers 
met after school on Fridays to 
discuss the books, write reviews, 
complete some activities and eat 
biscuits. Reviews were posted 
onto the website and votes cast. 
We celebrated by predicting 
the winners, watching the 
announcements online and winning 
new books for spot-on guesses! 
We can reveal that the 2022 
Carnegie winner is Katya Balen 
for her brilliant book ‘October, 
October’ and the Kate Greenaway 
Award (for illustration) was 
awarded to the outstanding Danica 
Novgorodoff for Jason Reynold’s 
graphic novel ‘Long Way Down’.

To find out more about the winners, 
the shortlisted books and to read 
the Woking High-Fivers’ reviews, 
visit carnegiegreenaway.org.uk

 The Library
Another exciting event of the 
Summer Term was welcoming 
two award-winning and hugely 
talented authors into school to talk 
to the students. Patrice Lawrence 
MBE (‘Orangeboy’, ‘Rat’, ‘Splinters 
of Sunshine’, ‘Eight Pieces of Silva’ 
and more) and Chris Priestley 
(‘Mister Creecher’, ‘Freeze’, ‘Tales 
of Terror’, ‘Seven Ghosts’, ‘Flesh 
and Blood’ and more) spent the 
day talking to year groups, signing 
books and meeting competition 
winners.

Both authors were inspirational 
and engaging as they talked about 
their journeys as writers, what 
motivated them and where ideas 
for their books come from. Patrice 
also read from her teenage diary 
which was entertaining. Both 
authors had an unusual start to 
the day as Patrice was put on the 
wrong train and Chris got stuck 
in a car park lift! Hopefully great 
material for a new book!

Our Author Day was supported 
by a local independent bookshop, 
Lionsheart Bookshop, who set 
up a pop-up shop onsite offering 

a discount on all books as well 
as organising the ordering and 
delivery of pre-sales to the 
school… and free sweets!

Our huge thanks go to the Friends 
of Woking High School for funding 
this successful event.

Themed weeks for our displays in 
the library this term have included 
the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee, 
Pride Month, Refugee Week and 
Narrative Poetry.

Finally, excited Year 6 children 
spent a morning familiarising 
themselves with the school and 
some of that time was spent 
looking at various genres of fiction 
in the library. We are hoping that 
the library will become one of their 
favourite spaces when they start 
in September and that they will 
continue to find joy in reading for 
pleasure.

Mrs Carlton
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 Design and Technology

 Technical Assistance Group (TAG)
We meet every Wednesday between 
3pm-4pm in the Drama Studio and 
learn about the technical side of 
theatre, and welcome students from 
all year groups.

This has been a busy year for TAG 
after an 18-month break. Back in 
November we had our new stage 
lighting system installed which the 
students have been keen to learn 

how to operate. In the Autumn term 

the team were involved with the 

Christmas Concert. In the Spring 

term they focused on the CAT Gala 

with the team providing the sound, 

lighting and back stage help for the 

Musical Theatre Concert. This term 

we have been involved with the 

Music Concert, Summer Fest and 

Sports Day.

The team are still as enthusiastic 

now as they were at the start of 

September.

I would like to thank Luke Holcroft, 

Thomas Plans, Tiffany Burton, Cerys 

Bricklebank and Cara Parry from 

Year 11, who have now left us, for all 

their hard work and dedication.

Mr Harman

We are delighted with the quality 
of coursework produced by the 
majority of Year 11 students as 
part of their NEA component. 
Our students managed to bridge 
the gap caused by a number of 
lockdowns to not only meet their 
target predicted grades but to 
surpass it.

On the 1st of June the new NEA 
exam question was released 
by AQA and I am happy to see 

our Year 10 students throwing 

themselves at the challenge ahead. 

I also need to congratulate the 

Year 10 students who successfully 

completed their perfume bottle 

project. Students have been 

taught how to use a number 

of software packages over the 

course of the year, students have 

been taught to access a number of 

software packages and how to use 

our 3D printers independently. We 

are so proud of our current Year 10 

students and the expectation is for 

all students to achieve a Level 7 

and above in Year 11.

Our Year 9 students have been 

working on a Bauhaus inspired 

self-standing clock. Students 

were also taught how to calculate 

mechanical advantages, types 

of motion, levers and linkages as 

part of the theory component 

of this project. CAD/CAM is now 

a key element in our curriculum 

and students have embraced the 

changes made to the curriculum 
over the last year. The Year 9 
students are now designing and 
making their self-standing clocks 
and we anticipate students will 
produce innovative, original and 
creative work that meet their 
design brief.

Year 7 and Year 8 students 
successfully completed their 
electronic project which required 
students to independently solder 
their electronic components to 
a PCB. In addition to this, we 
also covered a number of theory 
topics including, obsolescence, 
electricity, sustainability as well as 
polymers.

Students are meticulously tracked 
and all students write an End of 
Unit assessment which is used to 
monitor progress and to provide 
additional support or stretch.

Mr Swanepoel
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 Drama

Key Stage 3
Confidence has grown this term 
in the Drama Department! Year 
7 had great fun completing 
their exploration of ‘Building 
a Character’. Some highly 
imaginative interpretations of 
David, Charlie, Lucy, Jo and 
Angelica were presented. The 
students have now moved 
onto exploring Greek Theatre, 
and are working as a Chorus 
to tell engaging stories to an 
audience. Groups in Year 8 have 
demonstrated phenomenal 
resilience in their ‘Script 
Interpretation’, preparing 
monologues to share with 
their classes. Year 9 students 
also ventured into the world of 
monologue performance, working 
with such bravery and creativity 
in the delivery of Mickey’s speech 

from Willy Russell’s ‘Blood 
Brothers’. In addition, some 
groups in Year 8 and 9 have been 
exploring written approaches to 
Performance Analysis; Year 8 have 
used Fairy Tales as a stimulus 
for their work, whereas Year 9 
students have been analysing a 
digital production of ‘Romeo and 
Juliet’ produced by the Royal 
National Theatre.

Our Key Stage 3 students have 
been a joy to work with. We 
could not be prouder of how they 
have grown as performers. The 
study of Drama has presented 
many positive challenges for 
the students, and the sense of 
achievement that so many have 
presented has been inspiring.

Key Stage 4
The Year 10 Drama students’ study 
of Blood Brothers is coming to an 
end this term; the students have 
been incredibly creative in their 
practical exploration of the play, 
and have reflected this in their 
impressive written work. The term 
has ended for the Year 10 students 
with a theatre visit to see the 
Olivier Award-winning production 
of ‘Life of Pi’ at the Wyndham’s 
Theatre in London. What a 
production it was! The exploration 
of this inspiring play will aid the 
students in writing about Live 
Performance in their GCSE exam 
next year.

We also said farewell to our 
wonderful Year 11 students. 
The students worked very hard 
in preparation for their final 

performance exam, in which 
students presented monologues 
from an array of wonderful plays 
including ‘DNA’, ‘Shirley Valentine’, 
‘Romeo and Juliet’, ‘One Man, Two 
Guvnors’, ‘Shakers’, and ‘Antigone’. 
We were so proud of their efforts.

The students went on to complete 
the GCSE written exam, in which 
they were able to share their 
knowledge about ‘Blood Brothers’ 
and ‘The Play That Goes Wrong’. 
Well done to all Year 11s for their 
efforts over the last two years. 
We wish you all well on your new 
adventures.

Extra-Curricular
Our Dance Club has continued to 
take place, led by the fabulous 
‘Dance Woking’. Four of our 
students had a wonderful morning 
on Saturday 11th June at Dance 
Woking’s Jubilee event called 
‘Encounters’. They all participated 
in a procession throughout Woking 
Town Centre, followed by a Flash 
Mob with lots of local schools. They 
then had an opportunity to watch 
a Folk Dance performance, and 
participate in a Ceilidh workshop. 
Some familiar faces from school 
also popped along to join in.

Since then, the group have 
supported the activities at 
‘Summer Fest’ having all taken 
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 Year 8
Wow! The past academic year has 
absolutely flown by and I can’t 
believe that I am coming to the end 
of my first year as Head of Year for 
the current Year 8 cohort. I have 
taken great pleasure in learning 
about as many different students 
during the year as a I could and 
what a wonderful group of students 
they are. Every day I am in awe of 
their achievements in school and I 
love hearing about and celebrating 
the students’ successes in our 
weekly assemblies.

This year was the first ‘normal’ 
school year for the Year 8 students. 
The year group bubbles were gone 
along with many of the restrictions 
in place due to COVID which 
allowed the students to have their 
lessons in classrooms designed for 
the specialist subjects. The Year 8s 
have taken these changes in their 
stride and it has been an incredibly 
successful year, inside and outside 
of the classroom.

The students have excelled in their 
learning in the classroom. The 
Year 8 students have collectively 
received over 75,000 Achievement 
Points which is an incredible 
amount with several students 
achieving a platinum award for 
receiving over 350 Achievement 

Points. In addition to the learning 
in the classroom, Achievement 
Points have been awarded for 
doing the right thing at the right 
time, representing Woking High 
School and for demonstrating 
the Woking High School values. 
I hope that during Year 9 even 
more Achievement Points will be 
awarded to the year group!

The Year 8s have been particularly 
successful in Maths with many 
students receiving their Bronze, 
Silver or Gold award in the UKMT 
Maths Challenge. Other students 
have demonstrated their debating 
skills through competing in 
Mock Magistrates Competitions. 
Members of the School Council 
have regularly met to discuss how 
to make Woking High School and 
the community an even better 
place and I am excited to see how 
their projects are implemented in 
the future.

On the sporting front, there has 
been continued success in many 
different sports particularly within 
Netball, Athletics, Football and 
Swimming. In each of these sports 
there has been considerable 
success either at district level, 
county level or even national level. 
There have been some students 

who have been selected for county 
competitions in their respective 
sports. The swimming team also 
helped raise a large amount of 
money for Woking Hospice and 
they are hoping to raise even more 
money next time. More information 
on the sporting successes of Year 
8 students will be mentioned in the 
sports section of the newsletter.

The highlight of the year without 
a doubt was the residential visit to 
Newquay. The visit was as popular 
as ever with over 130 students 
wanting to go but unfortunately 
we could only take 80 students. 
The students were outstanding 
in their conduct on the visit and 
displayed characteristics such 
as determination and resilience 
when trying new activities. A full 
report of the visit has been written 
by a Year 8 student and is in this 
newsletter.

I would like to take this opportunity 
to thank the students for being 
wonderful and also for their hard 
work. I would also like to thank 
all parents and carers for their 
support. I wish everyone a relaxing 
summer and I look forward to 
being Head of Year 9 when we 
return in September!

Mr Goosen

the position as Dance Captains 
during a ‘Dance Through The 
Decades’ workshop, once again 
led by the fantastic organisation 
that is ‘Dance Woking’. In this 
workshop, students were taught 
a routine inspired by the styles of 
dance from the decades in which 
the Queen has reigned. The Dance 
Captains were great, and we really 
are so proud of them all.

As always, it has been a very busy 
term for performance! Well done 
to everyone for working with 
such energy and vigour. It’s been 
a wonderful year, and we look 
forward to seeing you all again in 
September.

Mrs Wilson
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 Art

The Art Department has had yet 
another fun filled, enjoyable and 
productive term filled with much 
success, community links and 
creative challenges.

The main highlight of the year to 
be congratulated and celebrated 
is how dedicated the Year 11 GCSE 
Art students remained right up 
until their deadline to complete and 
present their personal portfolios. 
All students worked extremely 
hard refining their coursework 
and finishing final pieces to their 
best ability, which has resulted 
in a wonderful selection of very 
talented, beautiful, interesting and 
individual creative responses. The 
portfolios are a delight to view and 
we would like to wish all our Year 
11 Artists all the very best in their 
future artistic ventures.

Art lessons after lockdown have 
been in full swing this term with a 
series of sculptural projects being 
run in KS3. Year 9 investigated 
micro-organisms through a series 
of observations and enlargements 
that they developed into whole 
class abstract relief clay tiles. Year 
8 researched and develop drawing 
portraiture skills through distortion 

and imagination to make their own 

fun, weird and monstrous clay 

gargoyle head sculpture and Year 

7 promoted Sustainability through 

the impact of our carbon footprints 

working to make clay foot template 

sculptures with natural form 

textural illustrations.

During our most recent Day 11, 

the Year 9 students all took part 

in illustrating their own Summer 

Festival Jubilee Bunting. The theme 

was combined to allow students 

the opportunity to create their 

own designs to mark the Summer 

Festival and Platinum Jubilee 

celebrations which have been 

ongoing this term. The bunting 

showcased brightly coloured 

summer time and co-ordinated 

traditional British logos ready to be 

displayed around the school for the 

Summer Fest.

In May, the Art Department took up 

the challenge with a small group of 

students from Years 7-10, to create 

bunting for the Horsell Village 

Platinum Jubilee Celebrations. 

Claire Cummings from Sew 

Creative, thought it would be a 

great collaborative community 

project. This event was a fantastic 
forum to celebrate students’ 
impressive creative talents.

The Art department prides itself 
on changing with the times and 
evolving with up-to-date resources, 
ideas and new techniques. 
Therefore, we would like to open 
up the opportunity to anyone that 
may be a practising artist or if you 
have a creative skill that you think 
our students would enjoy learning 
about. Please do get in touch as we 
may be able to organise for you to 
run a workshop session to present 
your art work to some of our 
students. This may help give them 
an insight into the working world 
and career paths.

Mrs Alighieri
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 Food

Year 9 Food around the world dishes

Year 8 Trifle

Year 7 Daal and Naan bread 

Year 8 Tiramisu 

This term, students in Food and 
Nutrition have been cooking a 
number of fantastic dishes.

Year 7 have been working on the 
unit of Low Fat where they looked 
at reducing the fat intake in their 
diet as well as the consequences. 
We looked at the importance of 
going to bed early, drinking lots of 
water and regular exercise. Students 
then went on to design and cook 
Daal with a type of bread and salad 
as an accompaniment. A great 
achievement.

They went on to make Tiramisu as 
you can see above.

Year 9 students have been working 
a unit called Food Around the 
World. This involved them choosing 
a country and carrying out research 
on common foods and ingredients. 
They then trialed two dishes which 
lead on to the final dishes. Some 
students chose Japan, Italy, Thailand 
and Jamaica. A very successful 
project.

Year 10 Food classes have been 
working on their practice NEA 
coursework ready for September.

Hospitality and Catering looked 
at researching nutrients and then 
trialling accompaniments that could 

Year 9 Risotto in peppers

be used with their final dishes. 
Students made raspberry coulis, 
Duchess potatoes and different 
types of bread. Food Preparation and 
Nutrition looked at trialing higher 
skill dishes whilst considering portion 
control. Examples were Mini Victoria 
Sponge, Lasagne and Chocolate 
Cake. This will prepare both classes 
for their NEA Coursework, where 
they have to create a number of 
dishes for their final practical exam.

Miss Hussain

Year 8 students have been studying 
the unit of Aeration where they 
looked at the use and function of 
eggs in food. They also looked at 
moral and environmental issues 
affecting the production of eggs. 
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 Duke of Edinburgh Award
Duke of Edinburgh at Woking High 
School is in full swing, our busiest 
award season to date. We have had 
a very busy few months with the 
award and we still have one more 
expedition to go this summer. 

So, for those that don’t know, the 
award is what 14-24-year-olds can 
do at one of three progressive 
levels which, when successfully 
completed, leads to a Bronze, Silver 
or Gold Duke of Edinburgh’s Award. 
There are four sections to complete 
at Bronze and Silver level and 
five at Gold. They involve helping 
the community, environment, 
becoming fitter, developing new 
skills, planning, training for and 
completing an expedition and, for 
Gold only, working with a team on a 
residential activity. We offer Bronze 
and Silver at Woking High School. 
Any young person can do their 
DofE – regardless of ability, gender, 
background or location. Achieving 
an Award isn’t a competition or 

about being first. It’s all about 
setting personal challenges and 
pushing personal boundaries.

This year, we had 120 students 
in Year 9 apply to do the award, 
and all students who wanted to 
do DofE at Woking High School 
have been able to! In order 
to accommodate the larger 
number, we split up the award 
into two cohorts. We have done 
our practice expeditions in the 
Summer Term and the students 
will be completing their assessed 
expeditions in September and 
October. The students were 
excellent on their expeditions and 
had a lot of fun. The Year 9s have 
also been completing their other 
sections with over 1000 hours of 
voluntary work in the community, 
over 800 hours of physical activity 
undertaken and over 1000 hours 
of their new skills being learnt! 
All students who complete their 
Bronze Award will have the 

opportunity to continue and to 

take the next step into Silver.

In our Year 10 cohort, we have 

40 students signed up for the 

Silver Award and they completed 

their first expedition in the North 

Downs in April, practising for 

their assessed expedition which 

took place in May. We are very 

impressed with their commitment 

to the award and the skills they 

showed in all weathers and all 

different types of terrain across 

the North and South Downs. All 

Year 10s should be very proud of 

themselves. These students are also 

continuing with their other sections 

and will carry on working on these 

during the summer months.

We are looking forward to as many 

students as possible completing 

their award over the summer, and 

are excited for our new cohort of 

Year 9s in September.

Mr Beeson

 Poetry by Heart
For the last few years, Woking 

High School has been entering this 

important competition. Students 

must learn two poems off by 

heart; they are videoed and the 

top schools from across the UK 

are then invited to perform in front 

of an audience of spectators and 

professional poets at the Globe 

Theatre in London. It takes a huge 

amount of effort and focus to 

learn a poem; the pronunciation 

and punctuation have to be 

perfect as entrants are judged 

on their accuracy and ability to 

communicate on an emotional 

level. Luckily for us, we had two 

fabulous Year 11 competitors to 

represent Woking High School 

in this year’s competition: Carla 

Manning and Antonia Thackwell 

Jenkins. Their poems: ‘Bright Star’ 

by Keats and ‘Morning Song’ by 

Plath, are on the GCSE English 

Literature Poetry syllabus, so by 

participating they were also able 

to give their revision a boost. 

Carla was ‘Commended’ and 

Antonia ‘Highly Commended’ by 

the judges, who wrote glowingly 

of their achievements. Antonia, 

in particular, was praised for her 

powerful, emotional delivery. We 

are already looking for entrants 

in all year groups for the 2023 

competition. If your child is 

interested in taking part, please 

email Mrs Savory for details.

Mrs Savory
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 Modern Foreign Languages
Visit from Woking College –  
Year 10 French
On Tuesday 21stJune, our Year 10 

French students had a visit from 

Woking College. The students 

received a presentation on the 

study of French A-level and 

participated in activities testing 

their knowledge of French 

vocabulary and grammar, which 

they completed very successfully. 

They had opportunities to ask 

questions about the course and 

they were left with a lot of things 

to consider. Thank you to Woking 

College for their visit and to our 

Year 10 students for showing off 

their amazing skills.

Mr Bolis

Year 7
This term, Year 7 students of 

French and Spanish have truly 

maximised the use of their lesson 

time. They have participated in a 

wide variety of learning activities 

which has enabled them to build 

confidence and proficiency in the 

listening, reading, speaking and 

writing of the Target Language. 

By learning to give information 

about themselves and express 

their opinions on the topic of ‘My 

School’, students have also had 

the opportunity to master some 

of the fundamentals of grammar. 

Most notably, students have 

consolidated their knowledge 

of how verbs in the present and 

future tenses change and to 

make adjectives ‘agree’, both of 

which are concepts quite new to 

the English native-speaker. Year 

7 are to be commended on the 

consistency with which they have 

approached their vocabulary 

learning this term and their 

achievements so far in their MFL 

journey.

Year 8
Our Year 8 linguists have also 

benefitted significantly from the 

department’s adoption of a lexico-

grammar approach with the use of 

Extensive Processing Instructions 

(EPI) in their teaching. Studying 

the topic ‘My Healthy Lifestyle’, 
students have spent lesson-
time building strong listening 
skills, becoming increasingly 
familiar and therefore confident 
with the sounds of French and 
Spanish. Year 8 have engaged 
enthusiastically in a wide variety 
of speaking activities in pairs, 
small groups and in front of the 
whole class, demonstrating their 
increasing fluency in the Target 
Language. Crucially, Year 8 have 
made important progress in 
grammar learning in that they are 
now able to talk about our current 
topic in the past, present and 
future tenses.

Year 9
Year 9 students of Languages 
have made remarkable progress in 
what, for some, will be their final 
term of studying a language at 
school. It has also proved highly 
productive for those continuing 
their studies in KS4. Students have 
built a broad vocabulary through 
rigorous use of Quizlet and 
constant recycling of language 
in lesson time. They have learnt 
to talk on the topics of ‘Holidays’, 
‘School Life’, and ‘My Free Time’. 
The students worked hard on 
their speaking skills and are able 
to express their ideas clearly in 
the Target Language. They have 
become increasingly competent 
in their use of various verb tenses, 
with many students striving to 
increase the complexity of their 
work through extended speaking 
and writing.

Many of our Year 9 students also 
had the opportunity to take part in 
a Day 11 session about the Spanish 
cultural tradition of bullfighting. 
They certainly learnt something 
new whilst taking part in some 
lively debates regarding the 
place of such a custom in modern 
society.

Year 10
This term, Year 10 students 
of French and Spanish have 
continued to make steady 

progress through the GCSE 
course. They have now completed 
half of the modules of study! 
Students have shown resilience 
and personal responsibility in 
managing their time effectively. 
They have studied the topics of 
‘Leisure’ and ‘My region’ with a 
focus on bringing the complexity 
of their language up to GCSE 
standards. They have learnt about 
regional sports that are unique 
to Spanish-speaking parts of the 
world and have acquired greater 
awareness of the geography and 
history of peninsular Spain. Year 
10 are to be congratulated on 
the progress they have made this 
year in becoming increasingly 
independent and self-disciplined 
learners, always striving to 
improve their attainment.

Year 11
This term we say ‘au revoir’ and 
‘adiós’ to our Year 11 students of 
French and Spanish. We are very 
proud of the way in which our 
students prepared for their GCSE 
exams. A consistent approach to 
attendance, class work, homework 
and response to feedback has put 
our students in very good stead, 
not only for their exams, but also 
for further study at A-level for 
those who choose to pursue it. 
We wish all our students the very 
best for their next steps in life and 
look forward to hearing all about 
their experiences in travel and 
language-learning in the future.

The MFL Team
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 Careers

This term has been and will be filled 
with some valuable opportunities for 
our students with a particular focus 
post-16 opportunities.

Year 10 have been working through 
a programme of events to help 
them explore all the opportunities 
available to them in post 16 
education and training.

 We have had visitors from local 
colleges specialising in A Levels, an 
assembly from Farnborough College 
of Technology focusing on the new 
T Level qualification and a broader 
presentation from Innervate Careers 
summarising all the available options 
We will continue this with a visit 
from an Apprenticeship provider.

Year 10 Woking College Taster Day
On Tuesday 11th July, all our Year 10 
students experienced a day in the 
life of Woking College. The college 
created a personalised timetable 
for each student allowing them 
to take part in 5 individual taster 
sessions. These taster sessions 
ranged from Psychology, Uniformed 
Services, Digital Games Production, 
Economics, Forensic Science to the 
more traditional subjects such as 
Maths and English Language and 
Literature.

We would like to say a massive 
thank you to Woking College for 
hosting this day.

Creative Arts Day at  
Gordon’s School
In May, our GCSE students had 
the opportunity to take part in a 
Creative Arts Day; the sessions 
explored both Post-16 and Post-18 
options and students were lucky 
to meet employers from either the 

world of Drama or Arts and learn 

about different career pathways 

within this industry.

Students also took part in sessions 

which supported their current GCSE 

learning.

Year 10 Work Experience
Week commencing 4th July saw 

our annual work experience week 

take place. Our Year 10 students 

have worked hard to source some 

fantastic placements and as we 

recover some Covid this has been a 

real challenge. Students experienced 

the world of work first hand and 
learnt key employability skills which 
will be important to them as they 
embark on their future studies.

Placements included theatres, 
architects, law firms, banks, sport 
facilities, schools and nurseries, 
the metropolitan police, golf clubs, 
dentists and a dance studio to name 
just a few.

For the first time ever, some 
students have also combined a 
physical and virtual work placement 
helping them to get a true taste of 
the future of the working world.

It goes without saying that without 
the support and dedication of 
our local community our Work 
Experience week could not take 
place. If you think you could offer a 
work placement to a Year 10 student 
in July 2023, please contact the 
school; we would love to hear from 
you.

Astella Virtual Interview Workshop 
Astella Pharmaceuticals teamed 
up with Woking High School to 
offer a morning of virtual Interview 
workshops for our Year 10 students. 
The volunteers provided great 
advice and feedback which will 
help the students prepare for future 
interviews whether they are in 
person or virtual.
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 Year 10
It has been an exciting and 
successful year for Year 10, 
and I am very proud of their 
achievements – both in lessons 
and the many extra-curricular 
activities in which they are 
involved. It has been wonderful 
to watch the students embrace 
their GCSE courses, and to grow 
and flourish as young people 
throughout the year.

Year 10 students have represented 
the school tremendously at a 
variety of disciplines, from sport 
to music, to gaming and computer 
sciences. Many have also been 
involved with the variety of extra-
curricular activities run across 
the school, including being peer 
mentors, wellbeing ambassadors 
and school council representatives. 
I am exceptionally proud of those 
who completed their silver DofE 
expeditions earlier this term.

In the classroom, students 
continued to embrace KS4 and 
have progressed fantastically with 
their core subjects of English, 
Maths and Science, alongside their 
GCSE option choices. The students 
sat their first full set of mock 
examinations under external exam 

conditions, and I was delighted 
to see how positively they 
embraced the process. This bodes 
exceptionally well for how they will 
successfully approach their final 
exams next summer. I am sure you 
will agree that all their hard work 
and efforts were fully recognised 
in their mock exam results.

The new Head Student Team for 
2022-2023 are now in place and 
have started working on a number 
of projects within the school. 
Congratulations to Farhan Ahmed 
and Jasmine Baker for becoming 
the Head Students, and to Peter 
Heeney, Fatima Karim, Maddie 
O’Connor, Cerys Soper, Arthur 
Savory, Isadora Vasques and Sadie 
Wilson for joining them on the 
Head Student Team. There are also 
a number of students supporting 
in their role as Senior Prefects – 
Aryan Nair, Kamalikka Gangapatia, 
Tauheed Ahmad, Daisy Miller, 
Elliott Newsam, Hashim Syed 
Zulfikar, Bella Hornzee, Amelie 
Classen, Rhianna Blows, James 
Khan, Alice Green and Husna Din. 
I look forward to seeing these 
teams develop as they become 
more involved with events within 
the school.

Throughout the Summer Term 
there has been a focus on ‘what 
next?’, encouraging students 
to start thinking about their 
aspirations post-16. They are 
currently being tasked with 
drafting their Personal Statement, 
which will form part of their 
application(s) to college. We have 
been lucky to have presentations 
in Assembly from Woking 
College, Farnborough College 
and Fullbrook 6th Form. We 
also work closely with Innervate, 
who are an independent careers 
service company providing advice, 
education and personal guidance 
regarding careers, choosing sixth 
form, college or apprenticeships 
and future planning. All students 
will be invited for a 1:1 career 
interview with Innervate over the 
coming months. Alongside this, 
students will complete a taster day 
at Woking College and participate 
in Work Experience week (w/c 04 
July 2022).

Finally, I hope you and your 
families have a safe and peaceful 
summer break and look forward to 
welcoming everyone back for the 
start of Year 11.

Dr Downie

Brooklands College  
showcase event
Selected Year 10 students spent 
the morning visiting the Brooklands 
College showcase event. The 
event provided an informative and 
exciting exhibition giving students 
an overview of the courses available 
and possible career pathways. 

Students were then given the 
opportunity to visit a subject area of 
their choice.

Dreaming Fish – Girls in Film
In early June, a group of Year 9 and 
10 girls were lucky to join forces 
with Dreaming Fish, a local video 

production company. They ran a fast 
paced careers workshop to explore 
the careers paths available in the 
production industry, focusing on 
female representation within this 
sector.

Miss Jarman
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 Year 7

Best arty photo – Len Komatsu

Year 7 had a wonderful final term 

of their first year at Woking High 

School. They have embraced all 

of the opportunities presented 

to them throughout this year 

with tremendous gusto and 

enthusiasm. Year 7s have amazed 

staff with their resilience and 

attitude to learning in subjects 

that have been completely new 
to them this year. The students 
have also continued to progress 
at an impressive rate in subjects 
that are well known to them. They 
have embraced the challenge of 
an increased level of difficulty 
within their lessons wonderfully, 
overcoming the difficulties 
that come along with this, and 
therefore reaped the rewards.

They have also continued to 
progress outside of lessons. 
When I reflect on the people that 
I met in September (some even 
earlier in their primary schools) 
I can confidently say that all of 
them have grown enormously. 
Obviously grown physically but 
also grown emotionally!

It has been a joy to see so many 
of our year group participating 
in extra-curricular activities. 
There has been excellent 
representation from Year 7s at 
lots of extra-curricular activities 
within the sports, arts and 
science arenas. In fact, the 

majority of Year 7 students 

have tried at least one extra-

curricular activity this year. A 

particular shout out must go 

to our athletics teams who 

achieved great results.

Best fun photo – Matthew Plews

Best photo of an animal – Hayden Lloyd

On Day 11s this term both halves of 
the year have had the opportunity 
to visit Marwell Zoo and meet 
animals from around the world. 
A personal favourite of mine was 
the red pandas; however, with the 
students, the penguins and tigers 
never failed to impress. You can 
see the winning pictures taken by 
students next to this article. Back 
at school on Day 11s, students had 
the opportunity to take part in 
activities such as medieval themed 
treasure trails and Summerfest, to 
name just a couple.

I would like to take this 
opportunity to wish you and your 
families an enjoyable and relaxing 
summer break. I look forward to 
greeting the students back into 
Year 8 for another successful 
year.

Mr Wilkins
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 Year 7 
Quest for clues in Arthurian inspired quest

The grounds of Woking High 
School were transformed into 
the mysterious landscape of Dark 
Age Britain as the Year 7 students 
learned about the legend of King 
Arthur and then went to hunt 
down clues in some of the most 
famous stories of the original 
quest.

This term, Year 7 have been 
unpicking the nature of stories by 
studying ‘Quest’ a book of short 
stories from various different 
European authors. In order to 

further enrich their understanding, 
Miss Preece and Mr Newberry 
crafted a cunning campaign for 
the students to embark on, looking 
at the original quest story: The 
Legend of King Arthur.

Year 7 studied the highlights of 
the legend in the class room and 
then raced off to seek clues from 
Woking High School’s very own 
mystical sites. The two great oaks 
on the sports field became the 
home of the Green Knight, the 
long jump pit became the resting 

place of the sword in the stone 
and it was even rumoured that 
the Lady of the Lake herself was 
manning the reception desk.

Teachers were delighted to see the 
students enthusiastically charging 
off to find their clues like questing 
Knights of the Round Table in all 
but appearance. Once they had 
solved the riddles and discovered 
the true meaning of chivalry, the 
first session was over but there 
was more fun to be had in the 
afternoon.

Following their fantastic author 
talks, the Year 7 students became 
creative cartographers looking 
at different maps from various 
fictions and then creating their 
own to commemorate their epic 
quest. These two sessions were 
intended to foster a sense of 
comradery and collaboration 
between the students, making 
them feel much like the Knights of 
the Round Table: united.

While the first year of secondary 
school can feel like something of a 
quest, being in a strange land and 
leaping into the unknown, these 
students showed they are more 
than up to the challenge.

Mr Newberry

 SEND – ELSA
So, what is ELSA?

ELSA is an educational psychology 

led intervention to promote 

emotional wellbeing in children and 

young people. It recognises that 

children learn better and are happier 

in school if their emotional needs are 

also addressed. The aim is to help 

students talk about their difficulties, 

develop greater self-awareness and 

coping strategies, supporting them 

to manage their time in school and 

feel better about themselves.

Since September 2021, there have 

been changes in working practice 

and processes relating to Emotional 
Literacy Support Assistant (ELSA) 
sessions. New assessment tools have 
been introduced for students and 
this will be followed next year with a 
complimentary process for teacher 
assessed referrals.

Interventions cover all areas of 
emotional literacy from anxiety 
to anger and social skills amongst 
many. Sessions are planned and 
not reactionary so usually an 
intervention will follow a referral 
and assessment to identify any 
needs, then a course of approx. 6 
sessions will be planned to target 

the identified needs. Sessions can 
be weekly or once a fortnight and 
last up to an hour.

This year we have introduced an 
intervention from the NSPCC – 
Speak Out, Stay Safe. This covers 
abuse in all its forms and in linked 
to the work of Childline. We also 
have new material covering social 
and emotional skills and social 
responses. From the ‘Talkabout’ 
series we have resources on 
resilience, conversations and 
teenagers. More to follow, watch 

this space!

Mrs Lodge



18

 History

Recently, Year 7 students 

all enjoyed a delightful day, 

drifting gently on the breeze in 

the Medieval History balloon. 

Suddenly there was a scream as 

we began to descend quite rapidly 

towards the earth. We knew that 

we would soon crash because the 

balloon was overweight, so we 

had to rid the balloon of all extra 

weight. Only the most significant 

individuals from history were 

allowed to stay in the balloon! 

Each student had been given the 

name of an important character 

from the medieval period and 

spent two weeks researching 

their impact upon the world. 

They had two minutes in which to 

convince the rest of the people in 

the balloon of their significance. 

This year, Catherine de Medici, 

Johanna Ferrour and Hildegard of 

Bingen proved popular alongside 

the usual choices of King Edward I, 

Leonardo da Vinci and Eleanor of 

Aquitaine.

A similar task was completed 

by our Year 8 students as part 

of their work on the Great War. 

During lessons we have studied 

the course of the war, whether 

Field Marshall Haig deserves his 

title of ‘Butcher of the Somme’, 

and an investigation of the 

diversity of those fighting for 

Britain during the war. In their 

own time, the students have been 

finding out about the female 

suffrage movement, with the key 

focus being a decision on who 

deserves most credit for women 

being given the right to vote in 

1918; the NUWSS (suffragists), the 

WSPU (suffragettes) or the work 

of women during the war. The 

vast majority of students were 

critical of the WSPU, claiming that 

their militancy and direct action 

prevented many moderates from 

supporting their cause.

How close was the world to 

nuclear annihilation? was the 

question posed to Year 9 students 

as part of their investigation 

into the Cuban Missile Crisis. 

During lessons, they have shown 

a very detailed understanding 

of the course of the Cold War 

and found events such as Soviet 

expansion in Eastern Europe, the 

Berlin Blockade and building of 

the Berlin Wall both fascinating 

and also, sadly, topical. The final 

unit of work will see students 

investigating the Civil Rights 

Movement in the USA, which will 

help to prepare those completing 

GCSE History next year for the 
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first area of study, the USA 1920-

1975.

Last and by no means least, we 

would like to thank the Year 

9 #HtFMeUs team for their 

dedication and hard work this 

term. Students have completed 

a great deal of work in their own 

time, watching the documentaries 

in order to fully understand 

Bernie’s journey, uncovering his 

family’s links to the Holocaust. The 

students have shared their work 

with schools across the country 

and also internationally. They have 

received a great deal of credit 

and praise from Nicola Wetherall 

MBE (Royal Wootton Bassett), 

Professor Stuart Foster (UCL 

Centre for Holocaust Education) 

and also the families involved in 

the original documentary series; 

Bernie Graham, Robert and Angela 

Rinder and others. The final weeks 

of the term will see us trying to 

finalise some of the projects that 

we have begun – an art installation, 

a display related to life for Jews in 

Frankfurt in the 1920s, after 1933 

and then after 1938, a stop motion 

film about the November Pogrom 

of 1938 and a piece related to the 

role of transport in the Holocaust, 

which we hope to display at 

Woking Station next year. Some 

examples of the fantastic work are 

included here; Chloe Barwick’s 

powerful artwork and some of 

the responses to the challenging 

questions. You can see more of our 

students’ work and that of other 

schools on Twitter #HtFMeUs, 

#Berniesjourney, @WokingHigh.

Mr Jones

 Business

Year 11 students completed their 

curriculum of study and focus 

was turned to the important 

business of GCSE exams. With 

the dedication and hard work 

applied, we’re looking forward to 

some rewarding results later this 

summer.

Year 10 GCSE students have 

developed their knowledge 

in the key business areas of 

Operational Management and 

Human Resources. Discovering 

what it takes to make a business 

successful both in production 

and relationships. Understanding 

what it takes to run a business 

day-to-day certainly opens some 

eyes, and showed just how much 

organisation and planning goes 

into the simplest of business tasks. 

Becoming the next millionaire 

entrepreneur just became a little 

more challenging!

Mr Young
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 Science

It has been a super busy term in 
Science! We’ve enjoyed a really 
wide variety of activities that 
have helped us to feel like Science 
might be getting back to normal.

Our Year 7 students are getting 
to the end of their first year of 
Science at secondary school. We 
have been so impressed with the 
way that they have handled this 
first year – they are turning into 
amazing young scientists. We 
were delighted to take almost the 
entire year group to Marwell Zoo 
as part of their studies in Ecology 

and Adaptations. They had an 
amazing time and even took part 
in a photo competition – some 
of the photos that were entered 
into the competition were of 
such a high standard that it is not 
difficult to imagine some of the 
students might have careers as 
nature photographers.

Year 8 have continued to 
show that they are a group of 
enthusiastic young scientists. 
They have studied units on 
materials, fluids and genetics this 
term. Year 8 have impressed us 

this year with how quickly they 
have developed their practical 
skills – they haven’t let the lack 
of practical experience last year 
hold them back and are proving 
that they can attain excellent 
results in their investigations in 
their classes.

Year 9 have put KS3 behind 
them and have made a fantastic 
start to their GCSE course. They 
have completed the first units of 
Biology, Chemistry and Physics 
and are looking forward to finding 
out which classes they will be in 
when they return in September – 
the letters will be arriving home 
shortly with this information on.

Year 10 have continued to work 
hard on their GCSE courses and 
have now completed 2 sets of 
mock exams in preparation for 
their important year ahead next 
year. It was wonderful (although 
we’re not sure that the Year 11s 
agree) to revert back to GCSE 
exams. The Year 11s prepared well 
for these exams in Science and 
we are sure they will have results 
to be proud of when they collect 
them in August.

Mrs Pollard

SATRO FEST

Wednesday 23rd March saw 

the annual SCIENCE AND 

TECHNOLOGY REGIONAL 

ORGANIZATION (SATRO) festival 

held at ACS Cobham. 12 Year 

9 WHS students joined over 

twenty different schools to try 

out a variety of new technologies, 

problem solve and learn about a 

host of companies, both new and 

old, and the technologies these 

companies use.

The day started with a number 

of interactive surveys to test 

everyone’s knowledge on STEM 

science and how it is used in the 

environment followed by problem 

solving using resources carefully 

to build a functional tower.

There were many companies on 

site during the day to discuss 

future technologies with students 

from CNOOC who are using 

geophysics to explore carbon 

capture technologies, to Thames 

Water talking about the treatment 

of waste water, RHS Wisley 

discussing the seed banks that are 

used to store seeds in the event 

of an extinction, Power Cor and 
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their low wattage lighting systems 
for Wembley Stadium and many 
more! The day was varied and 
provided students with an insight 
into potential science careers for 
the future.

The highlight of the day was the 
opportunity for students to build 
their own functional Hydrogen-
powered car; these cars are 
designed to electrolyse water 
forming hydrogen and oxygen. 
The hydrogen is then used in a 
fuel cell to release energy which 
can be used to power the car. Air 
Products, who are developing 
this technology, demonstrated 
their real-life car based upon this 
technology giving students a real 
feel for how this can be scaled up.

Brainiac’s Mr John Tickle 
(SATROFest Ambassador) capped 
off a successful day with a short 
speech, talking of hands-on 
apprenticeships and the need to 

continue to understand and learn 

about STEM technologies.

All in all, a fantastic day, which our 

students thoroughly enjoyed!

Mrs Street

 Geography

The Summer Term has seen Year 7 

geographers studying the varied 

continent of Africa, combating 

misconceptions revolving around 

the various ‘single stories’ that 

exist, for example that ‘Africa 

is poor’. They have completed 

a regional study of the Horn of 

Africa, studying many different 

geographical concepts, such as 

development, biomes and housing.

Year 8 have also completed a 

regional study of the Middle East, 

moving from a broader study 

of the region to focus on the 

potential future conflicts that may 

arise from the use of the water 

resources in the River Jordan.

Year 9 have completed their first 

GCSE topic of the Development 

Gap, which those who have chosen 

to continue their Geography 

studies into Key Stage 4 will return 

to next academic year. We are 

all looking forward to welcoming 

them back in September for a 

new GCSE topic: the challenge of 

natural hazards, mainly focused 

on the causes and consequences 

of earthquakes around the 

world. Year 10 have completed 

studying the changing UK 

economy, learning how transport 

improvements and our changing 

relationships with the wider world 

affect our economy, and some 

have started learning about the 

UK’s rivers.

The Geography teaching team 

are heavily involved in the Duke 

of Edinburgh expeditions, so have 

enjoyed seeing Year 9 and 10 

students practise their Ordnance 

Survey map reading skills on 

Day 11s in order to navigate the 

countryside. Next on our radar 

are the Year 9 final expeditions 

in September and we are looking 

forward to leading and assessing 

those involved.

Finally, the Geography teaching 

team are also heavily involved 

in the new Environmental 

Sustainability group of staff and 

students. So far we have re-

started a pen recycling scheme 

in every classroom and organised 

a school site litter pick towards 

the end of term. We hope to start 

next academic year with a focus 

on improving recycling across the 

school.

Mr Dixon
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 Summer Fest

On Tuesday 5th July 2022, ‘Summer 
Fest’ returned to Woking High 
School. Our theme for this year was 
the Jubilee, prompting a celebration 
of our diverse and inspiring 

community. This annual event is 
designed to bring us together as a 
school to participate in a variety of 
activities and have a really fun day. 
Students arrived to a transformed 
school, with bunting and balloons 
galore. Upon entry, all students were 
given their legendary ‘Summer Fest’ 
wristbands. What a start to the day!

Some of our Year 7 students went on 
to participate in an exciting visit to 
Marwell Zoo. All others experienced 
a carousel of workshops, including 
a Physical Challenge, Identity 
Challenge, Art Challenge and Culture 
Challenge. Activities included: 

Drumming, Dancing through the 
Decades, Self-Defence, Royal Art 
Attack, Cooking, Crowning Around 
and more.

In addition, in keeping with our 
Jubilee festival theme, a highlight 
of the day was an extended picnic 
lunch, during which students 
were able to purchase BBQ food, 
ice creams and our ever-popular 
merchandise of Jubilee-themed sun 
glasses and hair bands.

‘Summer Fest’ once again was a 
day of pure joy! It was a delightful 
atmosphere, and we were so proud 
of everyone as they embraced the 
spirit of the day.

Mrs Wilson

 Gardening for ASDAN award
Year 10 students have spent the year working on the 

garden outside SEND. After two years with little attention 

from students, it was time to get it back into shape as part 

of the their ASDAN gardening course.

They sowed some seeds and were then able to plant the 

growing plants into the ground and are enjoying looking 

after them as they grow.

They also took part in construction in the garden. This 

involved building a bench from pallets. Students designed 

the bench, used nails and screws to build it and then took 

the time to sand it down and varnish it.

Students have also spent time designing and decorating 

flower pots and researching how to look after a garden.

Mrs Jones
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 Newquay trip

Newquay was a trip of a life 
time! A lovely way to spend time 
with friends. Before I went, I 
heard that it was the best school 
residential and the water sports 
were amazing. Since I love the 
sea, I really wanted to go and I 
was fortunate enough to get a 
space. I loved all the water sports 
there, these included: Surfing, 
bodyboarding, coasting, stand-
up paddle boarding (SUP), mega 
SUPS, raft building and many 
more.

The activities definitely stood up 
to my expectations. My favourites 
were probably surfing (because 
I beat Mr Goosen), stand up 
paddle boarding (we got to do 
head stands on the board) and 
coasteering (as you could jump 
off fairly high rocks). The music of 
everyone laughing together and 
having fun, never stopped playing, 
making Newquay that much more 
enjoyable.

course the girls won. All together 

Newquay was incredible and will 

hold a lot of memories in my life.

Violette, Year 8

It was worth waiting the year as 

the Newquay trip was incredible. 

80 kids, only a few teachers, and a 

lot of excitement, on the morning 

we set off. 6 hours later we found 

ourselves outside Hotel Victoria. 

After dorm room arrangements 

and getting to know the lovely 

reps, Georgia and Ella, we were 

on our way to our first activity. 

At Fistral Beach we had the 

opportunity to do surfing and 

bodyboarding, which tested our 

strength and agility (and that was 

just to get the wetsuits on!). Later 

that day we had fish and chips on 

the beach while playing games 

and watching the sunset. What a 

wonderful first day in Newquay!

The next few days consisted 

of many activities including: 

coasteering, mega paddle 

boarding, kayaking, sailing and 
stand-up paddle boarding (if you 
even managed to stand up!) 

Then excitement built up for the 
disco at the end of the week, 
where many got dressed up and 
had a dance with friends (even 
some of the teachers kicked out 
their best moves). Many showers 
and frantic packing followed, 
as we prepared to say goodbye 
to Newquay. On the ride home, 
some took advantage to get back 
on lost sleep. Thank you to all 
the teachers who made this trip 
possible for all of us; we really 
enjoyed it!

Lauren, Year 9

For the last night’s disco, everyone 
was on the dance floor having 
fun, making memories. Even the 
teachers started dancing! The 
disco started off with a dance 
battle, boys against the girls, of 
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 Media Studies

Year 9
Year 9 have been studying adverts 
and looking at the importance of 
representation in adverts. We even 
looked at adverts that are starting to 
challenge and subvert the traditional 
images we see in the media. Once 
they had studied the conventions of 
adverts, and the theories, they were 
given the opportunity to create an 
advert that subverts stereotypes. 
We had some great adverts 
submitted with original photography 
which is a great skill, especially if 
taking media for GCSE.

For the rest of this term they were 
studying social media with a focus 
how to use social media safely.

Year 10
Year 10 have been working on 
the much-anticipated NEA. This 
is their opportunity to show off 
their creative skills by creating an 
original media product. Students 
had a lot of choice this year with 

Class Charts so I hope they used 
them to their full advantage. I wish 
them all the best with their next 
steps and look forward to seeing 
them on results day.

Mrs McAllen

Here is an example of one student’s excellent 
branding of an original game

Example mood board and original considered planning Here is a student’s radio interview teaser

most choosing to create either 
the newspaper subscription 
adverts, the radio interview, the 
website for a superhero actor/
actress or a television advert for a 
game. Students will have to think 
carefully about media language 
when communicating their desired 
messages to their audience, and be 
original and creative. We began the 
process by planning our ideas, then 
analysing existing products and 
creating mood boards.

Year 11
We have now said farewell to the 
Year 11 media students. They had 
been hard at work with revising in 
lessons, constantly answering exam 
questions with guided checking and 
feedback of what to include in their 
answers. I have also bombarded 
them with revision resources on 
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 Bletchley Park

 Autism Support
We have had a busy year. We 
have been working with students 
with autism, those students at the 
school who present with autistic 
traits and those who show some 
needs in terms of anxiety support.

As well as 1:1 work, we have 
been running groups. This year 
we have been focusing on the 
area of Social and Emotional 
Development, and investigating 
how students can regulate 
themselves within the school 
environment.

There has been a successful Year 
9 girls group in the Autumn Term 
and a Year 8 boys group in the 
Spring.

The department ran an exam 
preparation group for Year 11s 
after the Easter break and most 
recently we have been working 
with a group of Year 7s asking 
them about their transition to 
secondary school and what they 
might have told their Year 6 selves!

Transitions aren’t just difficult at 
the start of secondary school, we 

have found that the start of Year 11 
can be a tense time when students 
are asked to think about their 
future and work extra hard on 
their present school work which 
can be overwhelming. Therefore, 
we are finishing the year focusing 
on Year 10s and their transition 
into their GCSE year.

It’s been a pleasure to work with 
so many different students this 
year.

Mrs Mitchell

On the 12th May, a group of 50 
Year 9 Computing students took 
part in a trip to Bletchley Park, a 
British government cryptological 
establishment in operation during 
World War II. Bletchley Park was 
where Alan Turing and other 
agents of the ultra-intelligence 
project decoded the enemy’s 
secret messages, most notably 
those that had been encrypted 

with the German Enigma and 
Tunny cipher machines. Students 
had the chance to explore the 
site, including the Mansion House 
and several refurbished huts 
used in the war. There were also 

numerous exhibitions explaining 

the activity of the code breakers, 

which included the Bombe, 

the Colossus, and the Enigma 

machines. Students came away 

with a real sense of the enormity 

of what the code breakers did 

as well as a good understanding 

of how they did it. The trip was 

a very fascinating and enjoyable 

day, the enormity of the work 

done there was staggering. It was 

a worthwhile visit for our Year 9 

students interested in maths, code 

breaking and computing.

Mrs Chorley
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 The Student Voice at WHS

The Student Voice has had 

another fun term. In May, we 

held a Student Voice Conference 

with our Councillors. Discussion 

focussed upon three areas: 

Session 1 explored Year Matters, 

giving students the opportunity 

to voice their views about areas 

directly relating to their year 

group; Session 2 focused upon 

a review of our ‘Challenge It. 

Report it. Change it. Together’ 

initiative which was introduced 

in 2022. Students were keen 

to provide resources for an 

assembly on Diversity and 

Discrimination; this involved 

students preparing realistic 

scenarios which students 

can face, and guidance on 

how to challenge low-level 

discriminatory behaviours. The 

resources were fantastic, and 

through the assembly, helped 

give students the tools to 

challenge discrimination with a 

simple and powerful statement 

‘That is not ok’. In turn, the whole 

student body were encouraged 

to apply a ripple effect of positive 

behaviours because small acts 

of kindness, optimism and the 

challenging of discriminatory 

behaviours can positively impact 

a student, their friends, and in 

turn, our local community. We 

are such a vibrant and diverse 

school, and the Student Voice 

recognises the importance of 

celebrating it. The final session 

of the conference focused upon 

planning for the forthcoming 

‘Summer Fest’. Students 

voiced ideas for activities and 

merchandise, and all were 

incredibly excited about the 

event.

This term, the Core Council 

have been very busy. Woking 

High School are in the process 

of visibly promoting our Core 

Values around the school. In 

order to do this, the Council were 

invited to a meeting with Mrs 

Walter. The meeting explored the 

Council discussing promotional 

materials for the Core Values, 

including logos, colours and how 

these will feature in the school 

environment. Students provided 

thoughtful and insightful 

feedback to Mrs Walter, which 

assisted greatly with the planning 

for a visible integration of our 

Core Values into school life.

A group of School Councillors 

have also been involved in a 

PSHE review. Next year, a revised 

curriculum provision for PSHE 

will be launched. Students have 

been given the opportunity 

to feedback on our current 

provision, and make suggestions 

for what they feel they need 

as a young person within their 

PSHE curriculum. More details 

will follow next year about this 

exciting project.

Furthermore, one of our Year 

10 students, James Howell, has 

been working particularly hard 

in the promotion of Eco issues. 

James organised a meeting with 

several key members of staff to 

discuss his ideas on Eco projects. 

He worked actively as part of the 

Horsell Garden Safari Project. 

James is also working with Mr 

Dixon on the Environmental 

Sustainability Group, where he 

has been invaluable in starting 

a pen recycling scheme across 

the school, plus he is working 

on a number of other initiatives. 

Furthermore, he has provided 

ideas for how to incorporate 

Sustainability projects into the 

PSHE provision. Well done to 

James for working with such 

initiative and drive. It has been 

great working with you.

So following another busy year, 

we would like to thank all of our 

students who have worked so 

passionately and thoughtfully this 

year. You have been a credit to 

the school and we cannot thank 

you enough.

Mrs Wilson

Bringing up children is a lot 
of fun but can also have its 
challenges and understanding 
your child’s emotional 
development can help to support 
your relationship and your child’s 
behaviour. Families living in 
Surrey can get access to FREE 
online guides that include top 
tips from childcare, education 
and NHS health experts.

• Understanding your pregnancy, 
labour, birth and your baby

• Understanding your baby
• Understanding your child 0-19 

years
• Understanding your teenager’s 

brain
• Understanding your brain  

(for teenagers only!)
• Understanding your child with 

additional needs

The guides are available in 
other languages including Urdu, 
Chinese and Polish.  Register for 
free using the code ‘ACORN’ by 
visiting the Children and Family 
Health Surrey website:  
www.childrenshealthsurrey.
nhs.uk/services/free-online-
guides-families

 Acorn
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 Religious Education
It has been a busy term in the RE 
Department with Year 11 students 
completing final preparations 
ready for their GCSE exams. Flash 
cards and brain dumps being fully 
utilised to maximise knowledge 
and understanding. Good luck for 
results day.

Year 10 students have been testing 
their moral compasses through the 
units on Crime & Punishment and 
Peace & Justice. Plenty for them 
to discover, explore and debate. 
With plenty of current issues and 
events constantly developing in 
our world, this has certainly been 
an engaging term for all.

Year 7 have continued their 
studies into the six major world 

religions and explored the 
importance of holy buildings 
within these religions. Virtual tours 
have allowed students to find 
out about key features, religious 
events and daily practices that 
make these buildings holy and 
essential to their religions.

Year 8 have been finding out 
about the belief system of 
Humanism. They have been 
exploring what it is like to follow a 
set of collective beliefs which do 
not centre around a deity. Quite a 
contrast when comparing to the 
six major world religions.

In Year 9, students have been 
testing their own moral compasses 
through the topic of Making 

Choices. Different approaches 

have been examined and tested 

against moral dilemmas. This has 

certainly created some interesting 

talking points! The Principle of 

Utility definitely made students 

consider their own moral position 

on more than one occasion.

Students have worked very well 

this year and have developed their 

understanding and key skills. Well 

done to all and enjoy your well-

earned summer break.

Mr Young

 
 
 
 

 VI Library

The VI team have been working 

with the lovely librarian, Mrs 

Carlton to create a dedicated 

reading corner for our VI students. 

There’s a huge range of exciting 

books in both Braille and Large 

Print. It’s been lovely to see 

our students enjoying some 

fantastic new titles and hope they 
will continue to enjoy reading 
independently or with their peers.

We would like to ask parents to 
kindly donate any Large Print 
(Arial font 18 or larger) or Braille 
books that are no longer used at 
home.

Day 11 – July 2022
We’ve been so lucky with the 
weather recently and enjoyed 
another sunny Day 11, end of year 
Summer Fest! The day started 
with a VI guest speaker who came 
in to talk our students about his 
personal experiences of student 
life and how he decided his career 
options and choosing a suitable 
University. All our students were 
fascinated and enjoyed the session 
where they got the opportunity to 
ask lots of questions!

Next, our VI students got busy 
with sorting out the sensory 
garden. There was a lot of 
weeding to be done which our 
students did a superb job of 
clearing! Students practised their 
fine motor skills throughout the 

day by digging, raking and pulling 
out rather stubborn weeds.

The flowerbeds were beautifully 
prepared by our students and they 
planted Corn Marigolds, Paper 
Daisies and Californian Poppies, 
kindly donated by Sight for Surrey.

Mrs Stofberg
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 The 70 Challenge
To initiate the Jubilee celebrations 
at Woking High School, a fabulous 
competition was launched. 
Celebrating the Queen’s Platinum 
Jubilee and 70 years on the throne, 
we launched ‘The 70 Challenge’. 
This was an opportunity for 
students to work individually, or as 
a group, to complete a challenge 
in order to win a fantastic prize. 

The challenge was to complete 70 
Somethings.... the more imaginative 
the better. Students could conduct 
70 somersaults on a trampoline (in 
fancy dress) or bake 70 cakes and 
donate the money to charity.

Even more of an incentive to get 
involved were the fabulous prizes up 
for grabs... vouchers for Addlestone 
Top Golf, Windsor Liquid Leisure, 
Woking Football Club, Aldershot 
Lido and Hoebridge Golf Club.

We had some wonderful entries 
and winners were announced at 
our annual ‘Summer Fest’. These 
students went above and beyond 
and were truly deserving of their 
prizes.

Well done to all who got involved. 

We do hope you had fun!

Mrs Wilson

 PE

Over the last few months our 
students have been extremely 
busy competing in a wide range 
of sports and experiencing 
considerable success at both 
District, County, Regional and 
National level. I will try to highlight 
some of these successes below.

Athletics
In Athletics, our students have 
been incredibly busy competing in 
multiple events over the summer. 
This includes Arete matches, 
District competition, County 
Championships and the English 
Schools Track and Field Cup.

At District level (13 schools 
competing) we have continued to 
enjoy enormous success. We won 
six out of the eight competitions 
and narrowly missed out on 
victories in the other two. Please 
see team results below.

Team Results from Key Stage 3 and 4 Championships

Year 7 Girls Year 7 Boys

1st 120 Woking High 1st 95 Salesians

2nd 110 Collingwood 2nd 94 Winston Churchill

3rd 107 SWPS 3rd 93 Woking High

Year 8 Girls Year 8 Boys

1st 137 Woking High 1st 138 Woking High

2nd 107 Hoe Valley 2nd 119 Tomlinscote

3rd 98.5 Gordon’s 3rd 101 Hoe Valley

Year 9 Girls Year 9 Boys

1st 144 Woking High 1st 114 Woking High

2nd 114.5 Winston Churchill 2nd 107.5 Tomlinscote

3rd 107 Gordon’s 3rd 107 Winston Churchill

Year 10/11 Girls Year 10/11 Boys

1st 107 Woking High 1st 103.5 Tomlinscote

2nd 106.5 SWPS 2nd 101 Woking High

3rd 96 Gordon’s 3rd 94 SJB
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Not surprisingly we had a lot of 
individual top three places. This 
included 31 golds, 19 silvers and 

16 bronzes out of only 97 events.
Please see below.

Selected Individual Results from Key Stage 3 and 4 Championships

Year Gold Silver Bronze

7

Javelin – Evie Carter

Discus – Evie Carter

800m – Neco Truter

Javelin – Federico Patregnani

Discus – Leighton Spence

1500m – Katherine Lock 

High Jump – Freya Jefferies

100m – Neco Truter

200m – Katherine Lock

800m – Sidra Tahseen

Long Jump – Freya Jefferies

Shot Putt – Claire Sachse

8

75m Hurdles – Scarlett Brown

200m – Violette Hornzee

Javelin – Isobel Jones

Girls 4x 100m Relay

100m – Sahil Vassanjee

300m – George Loader

800m – George Loader

Shot Putt – Jack Harel

Javelin – Jack Harel

Triple Jump – Eric Ede Oyono

Boys 4x 100m Relay

High Jump – Violette Hornzee

Discus – Isobel Jones

Shot Putt – Freya Geaney

200m – Jack Harel

Long Jump – Sahil Vassanjee

100m – Violette Hornzee

300m – Izzy Rose

Long Jump – Izzy Rose

Discus – Aditya Deswal

9

300m – Joana Camacho

800m – Mari Woodhatch

Shot Putt – Alice Clark

Long Jump – Alice Clark

Girls 4x 100m Relay

High Jump – Daniel Gilbert

Shot Putt – Mason Doyle Rogers

Javelin – Griffen Plews

1500m – Hannah Scholey

High Jump – Chloe Barwick

Discus – Anya Beeharry

300m – Leon Langford

Discus – Leon Langford

75m – Hurdles Nell Hunter

200m – Joana Camacho 

Javelin – Lily Bulman

Triple Jump – Mason Lynch

Boys 4x 100m Relay

10/11

200m – Freya Underhill

800m – Bella Hornzee

Long Jump – Laura Kersley

Shot Putt – Freya Underhill

Girls 4x 100m Relay

800m – Toby Spencer

Discus – Teddy Gannon

100m – Laura Kersley

100m Hurdles – Rhys Conlon

1500m – Jack Phillpotts

Javelin – Dihan Truter

Long Jump – Rhys Conlon

High Jump – Jimmy King

Javelin – Marcie Bulman

Discus – Bella Hornzee

Triple – Jump Dylan Campbell
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Following the District Trials, we 
had 28 students selected to 
represent North West Surrey at 
the Surrey Schools Individual 
Championships. At the Surrey 
Championships our athletes were 
in fantastic form with many setting 
personal bests. This contributed to 

the highest number of medals we 
have ever won at this prestigious 
event. We won 4 golds and 4 
silvers across the day and had 
plenty of top six finishes.

Medals from Surrey Schools Individual Championships

Gold Zavi Zinman Junior Boys 800m

Gold Edward Gannon Inter Boys
Discus 
(Championship 
Record)

Gold Marcie Bulman Inter Girls Javelin

Gold Lizzie Chapman Inter Girls Hammer

Silver Alice Clark Junior Girls Discus

Silver Jack Harel Junior Boys Shot Putt

Silver Rhys Conlon Inter Boys 100m Hurdles

Silver Laura Kersley Inter Girls Long Jump

Following this, all of the eight 

students above were selected to 

represent Surrey in a South East 

Inter Counties match against Kent, 

Hampshire, Sussex and Middlesex.

At this competition Edward 

Gannon won the Inter Boys Discus 

and Jack Harel finished third in the 

Junior Boys Shot Putt.

Two of our students have been 

selected by Surrey to go on and 

compete in the English Track and 

Field finals in Manchester in July 

they are : Alice Clark in the Junior 

Girls Discus and Edward Gannon 

in the Inter Boys Discus, we wish 

them well.

In the English Schools Track and 

Field Cup our Inter Boys won their 

Surrey match and qualified for 

the South East ‘A’ Final where we 

performed admirably finishing 

fifth narrowly missing out on third. 

Our Junior Boys and Inter Girls 

team both qualified for the South 

East ‘B’ final with the Junior Boys 

winning and the Inter Girls coming 

second.

We have had numerous School 

Records broken this year and 

hopefully will see several more 

broken over Sports Day which is 

fast approaching.

The New School Records include:

Year 7 Boys Javelin Federico Patregnani

Year 8 Girls Javelin Isobel Jones

Year 8 Boys 100m Sahil Vassanjee

Year 8 Boys 300m George Loader

Year 8 Boys 4x100m Relay

Year 9 Girls Discus Alice Clark

Under 17 Girls Discus Alice Clark

Year 10 Girls Hurdles Laura Kersley

Under 17 Girls Hurdles Laura Kersley

Under 17 Boys Discus Edward Gannon
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Boys and Girls District Cup 
Football Finals
Following the league season, our 
Year 7 Girls and Year 8 Boys, who 
both won their leagues, qualified 
for the District Football final to 
be played at Woking FC. The Year 
8 Boys were extremely unlucky 
losing 2 – 0 v Winston Churchill, 
with the Winston goalkeeper 
making a string of outstanding 
saves. The Year 7 Girls were 
victorious, beating Chertsey High 
by a score line of 9 – 0, with co-
captains Ellie Turner scoring 7 and 
Evie Carter scoring 2.

Boys Basketball
In the final District Tournaments 
in Boys Basketball, we again 
experienced considerable success 
with the Year 7, 8 and 10 teams 
winning their tournaments and 
becoming District Champions. The 
Year 9s were Runners Up in their 
tournament.

The Year 7 ‘A’ team recorded the following results:

Won 6 – 0 v BDB, Won 14 – 0 v Winston Churchill ‘B’, Won 6 – 4 v SJB, 

Won 16 – 4 v Winston Churchill ‘A’ (Semi-final) and Won 8 – 6 v SJB (Final).

The Year 8 ‘A’ team recorded the following results:

Won 8 – 2 v Salesians ‘B’, Won 6 – 0 v BDB, Won 8 – 6 v SJB ‘A’ (Semi-final)

Won 10 – 6 v Salesians ‘A’ (Final).

The Year 9 ‘A’ team recorded the following results:

Lost 6 – 2 v Salesians, Won 13 – 9 v Winston Churchill, 

Won 12 – 4 v Woking High ‘B’ (Semi-final) and Lost 10 – 8 v Salesians (Final). 

The Year 10 ‘A’ team recorded the following results:

Won 18 – 0 v SJB ‘B’, Won 24 – 3 v Winston Churchill ‘B’, Won 20 – 3 v Salesians, 

Won 12 – 7 v BDB (Semi-final) and Won 14 – 11 v SJB ‘A’ (Final).
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Netball District Tournaments
At the District Netball 
Tournaments prior to Easter, we 
performed very well. However, we 
narrowly missed out on winning 
any of the competitions, losing 
narrowly in the final on at two 
occasions. Please see results 
below:

Year 7 ‘A’ Team Year 7 ‘B’ Team

3rd Overall

Lost 4 – 7 v Gordon’s

Won 6 – 1 v Tomlinscote

Won 12 – 2 v Salesian

Won 4 – 1 v Chertsey High

Won 8 – 0 v Collingwood

Play offs 
Lost 4 - 9 v SWPS (Semi-Final)

3rd Overall

Won 6 – 0 v Fullbrook

Won 8 – 2 v Tomlinscote

Won 3 – 2 v Heathside

Won 6 – 1 v SJB

Lost 2 – 8 v Gordon’s

Lost 0 – 5 v SWPS

Year 8 ‘A’ Team Year 10 ‘A’ Team

Runners Up Overall

Pool results 
Won 12 – 9 v Winston Churchill

Won 9 – 3 v SWPS

Won 14 – 1 v Chertsey High

Won 18 – 0 v SJB

Semi finals 
Won 10 – 7 v Heathside

Final 
Lost 5 – 8 v Tomlinscote

Runners Up Overall

Pool results 
Won 7 – 3 v Gordon’s ‘B’

Won 13 – 0 v Heathside

Won 13 – 1 v Chertsey High

Won 11 – 1 v Winston Churchill

Semi finals 
Won 10 – 6 v Salesians

Final 
Lost 7 – 12 v Gordon’s ‘A’

Year 8 ‘B’ Team

6th Overall

Year 9 ‘A’ Team Year 9 ‘B’ Team

Runners Up Overall

Pool results 
Won 9 – 2 v Hoe Valley

Won 14 – 2 v Fullbrook

Won 11 – 2 v Salesian

Won 11 – 1 v SWPS ‘B’

Semi finals 
Won 16 – 1 v Heathside

Final 
Lost 5 – 11 v SWPS ‘A’

Runners Up Overall

Pool results 
Won 4 – 3 v SJB

Lost 2 – 21 SWPS ‘A’

Won 5 – 3 v Heathside

Drew 3 – 3 v Winston Churchill

Final 
Lost 2 – 6 v SWPS ‘B’

Individual International Success

Rhys Conlon – Climbing 
Rhys has recently won the Scottish 
National Climbing Championships 
and has been selected to 
represent Great Britain in the 
Continental Youth Cup Events that 
will be taking place in Switzerland, 
Austria and Germany over the next 
few weeks. He is also taking part in 
the prestigious Tout a blocs event 
in Briancon.

Arthur Greaves – Sailing 
Arthur attended the British 
Selection Trials (UK Optimist 
Dinghy Sailing Class). The top 80 
Under 16 sailors in the country 
were invited. Arthur sailed 
superbly finishing in 4th place and 
has been selected for the Great 
Britain team to compete in the 
World Championships in Turkey 
this summer.

Finally, it is great to see sport 
return to some sort of normality 
following Covid 19. It’s fantastic 
to see the pride, enthusiasm and 
desire to represent Woking High 
School at sport is still very evident 
amongst our students. Thank you 
for all your support this year.

Mr Justice
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 Parking

Please can all parents and carers ensure that they are parking 
considerately when dropping off and picking up students from school. 
We ask that you do not park on yellow or zig zag lines, near corners or 
junctions and do not block driveways. We appreciate that parking near 
to school can be difficult during busy times at the start and end of the 
school day and would ask that you arrange to collect your child away 
from the school where there is less congestion. We have also been asked 
by the Plough Pub to remind parents that their car park is for patrons only 
and should not be used for dropping off or picking up students. Similarly, 
please be aware that Ridgeway has been reconfigured and parking is very 
sparse. Yellow lines and limited parking bays have been introduced to 
increase road safety in the area. Please avoid parking on Ridgeway.

 Leave of Absence

Excellent attendance remains a key focus 
for us at Woking High School, as it is 
essential to our young people’s future 
success and their social and emotional 
wellbeing. We know that good attendance 
is directly linked to academic achievement; 
students with less than 90% attendance 
may fail to achieve 5 good GCSE grades 
and around one third of those students 
will achieve no GCSEs. Similarly, the Covid 
pandemic has highlighted the importance 
of schools in helping young people to 
cultivate healthy relationships, making 
attendance at school crucial to good 
mental health. If your child is struggling 
to maintain excellent attendance, please 
contact the Attendance Officer, Form 
Tutor, Pastoral Co-Ordinator, Head of 
Year or SENCo, who will work with you 
to address concerns. Please be reminded 
that schools are not able to approve of 
absence in term time for holidaying. The 
Government have changed the regulations 

which permitted Headteachers to grant 
leave of absence for the purposes of 
a family holiday. The Education (Pupil 
Registration) (England) (Amendment) 
Regulations 2013 states that Headteachers 
may not grant any leave of absence during 
term time unless there are exceptional 
circumstances. As everyone has been 
affected by the pandemic, having missed 
holiday due to Covid is not considered 
an exceptional circumstance. Although 
remote learning continues to be provided 
for students who are absent due to Covid 
for the time being, please be aware that 
schools are directed not to set work when 
students are absent due to other illnesses 
or indeed travel. The principle is that if 
students are too ill to attend school, they 
are too ill to be completing schoolwork. 
Absences beyond 10 school days, will be 
referred onto County Council’s Inclusion 
Services for educational support. Parent/ 
Carers who take their children out of school 

without authority for 5 or more days (which 
do not have to be consecutive), will be 
liable to receive a penalty notice from the 
local authority. Warnings will not be given 
where it can be shown that parents/carers 
have been notified that such absences 
will not be authorised. In addition, penalty 
notices may also be issued when a student 
is stopped by a truancy patrol or at the 
discretion of the local authority Inclusion 
Service Manager if a parent/carer fails to 
ensure regular attendance. The penalty 
notice is £60 per child per parent if paid 
within 21 days of receipt of the notice rising 
to £120 per parent per child if paid after 21 
days within 28 days. If the penalty notice 
is not paid within 28 days Surrey County 
Council will consider a prosecution in the 
magistrate’s court. Please note that penalty 
notices are issued per parent/carer per 
child so a family of two parents and two 
children will receive four penalty notices.

 Phones

Please be reminded that students are not permitted to have their 
phones on or out on the school site. Phones should be turned off and 
placed either in the inside pocket of the student’s blazer or in their bag, 
if the phone cannot be left at home. If students are found to have their 
phones out, they will be confiscated as per the school policy. We have, 
unfortunately, seen a rise in students using phones to call home or to take 
calls or respond to texts from parents/carers during the school day; we 
therefore ask that parents/carers do not contact students directly during 
the day and that students are encouraged not to phone or text parents/
carers during the day as well. If there is an emergency, students can speak 
to a member of staff or come to Student Reception, who will then assist 
them in using a phone to make contact. Similarly, if parents/carers need 
to get in contact with their child due to an emergency, please contact the 
school directly so that we can support the student.

 Notices

 Key Dates 
Autumn Term 2022

1st September INSET Day

2nd September INSET Day

5th September First day of Term for 
 Year 7 students only

 Camp for some Year 8 EWAY students

6th September First day of Term for 
 Year 8 to 11 students

 Camp for some Year 8 RIDG students

6th October Early closure at 12:30 
 for Open Evening

24th – 28th October Half Term break

31st October INSET Day

16th December End of term, 12:30 finish

3rd January INSET Day

4th January Start of Spring Term for all students

* Please check the calendar on our website for further 
information on school activities.

 Uniform

Please check your child’s uniform, including PE kit, 
to ensure all items of clothing fit correctly for the 
start of the academic year. Uniform information, 
including information on hairstyles, can be found 
on our website: www.wokinghigh.surrey.sch.uk/
parents-information/uniform


